
Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



To fiu*jiJ22,Vot 21 



<^% 




ANTIQUITIES FOUNT; IN THE DUMB EL RA.THS 



Semh 

// fa ft ' .rrxt.t ens-May/ Merest 0He -A a// mrifmki jixe 



PROCEEDINGS 

OF 

THE KILKENNY MCMOLOGICAL SOCIETY, 

1849. 



PRELIMINARY MEETING, 

February 19th, 1849. 
THE VERY REV. THE DEAN OF OSSORY, in the Chair. 
A preliminary Meeting was held at the residence of the Rev. James 
Graves, A.B., and adjourned to the Deanery, Kilkenny, at which it was 
Resolved, that a Public Meeting be held in order to organize an Archae- 
ological Society for the County and City of Kilkenny and its surround- 
ing districts. 

The original members were as follow : — The Very Rev. the Dean 
of Ossory, the Rev. Luke Fowler, the Rev. John Browne, LL.D., the 
Rev. James Graves, the Rev. Philip Moore, and Messrs. Robert Cane, 
M.D., John James, M.R.C.S.L, and John G. A. Prim. 



GENERAL MEETING, 

Held in the Tholsel Rooms, April 3rd, 1849. 
ROBERT CANE, ESQ., M.D., Mayor of Kilkenny, in the Chair. 
The adhesion of the noblemen and gentlemen following was an- 
nounced: — The Marquis of Ormonde, the Lord Bishop of Ossory, the 
Right Hon. W. F. Tighe, Sir John Power, Bart., Wm, Lloyd Flood, 
Esq., D.L., J.P., the Rev. Joseph Thacker, the Rev. Michael Carry, the 
Rev. James Mease, the Rev. Henry Hare, the Rev. J. M. Pearson, the 
Rev. Dr. Nowlan, the Rev. C. B. Stevenson, Messrs. Samson Carter, 
Jun., C.E., M.R. LA., Lewis Kinchela, M.D., Richard Anderson, 
M.R.C.S.L., Matthew O'Donnell, Barrister-at-Law, Daniel Smithwick, 
Richard Sullivan, J.P., Henry Potter, J.P., Zachariah Johnson, M.D., 
F.R.C.S.L, Godfrey Greene, Richard Smithwick, J.P., Henry M'Creery, 
Newpark, G. W. Kinchela, Purefoy Poe, Jun., J.P., Thomas Hart, J.P., 
George Helsham, Alexander Colles, Humphrey Semple, H. Semple, 
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Jun., W. Lanigan, T. E. Murphy, Thomas Cummins, A. Denroche, 
D. McCarthy, and Thomas Jekylle. 

The formation of a Museum was decided on ; and the Meeting was 
adjourned to one o'clock next day for the purpose of further organizing 
the Society. 1 



ADJOURNED GENERAL MEETING, 

Held in the Tholsel Rooms, Wednesday, April 4th, 1849. 
THE VERY REV. THE DEAN OF OSSORY in the Chair. 
General Rules were adopted. 

Pursuant thereto the Patrons, President, Vice-Presidents, Treasurer, 
and Honorary Secretaries of the Society were chosen. 

Corresponding Members for the several districts were named. 
A Committee was elected. 



GENERAL MEETING, 

Held in the Tholsel Rooms, Wednesday, May 2nd, 1849. 
HENRY POTTER, ESQ., J.P., in the Chair. 
The following Members were elected: — The Rev. J. L. Irwin, the Rev. 
Bernard Scott, the Rev. T. S. Townsend, D. D., the Rev. Michael Walsh, 
the Rev. James Ryan, the Rev. Matthew Brennan, Peter Connellan, 
Esq., D.L., J.P., Messrs. John Newport Greene, J.P., Joseph Greene, 
Jun., James Hamilton, W. P. Leech, Joseph Burke, Barrister-at-Law, 
M. O'Shaughnessy, Henry Fletcher, Joseph Lalor, M.D., John Lawson, 
Solicitor, John Quin, Solicitor, T. Hewetson, Patrick O'Toole, and J. R. 
Phayer. 



GENERAL MEETING, 

Held in the Tholsel Rooms, Wednesday, July 4th, 1849. 
LEWIS KINCHELA, ESQ., M.D., in the Chair. 

The routine business of the Society was transacted, but no Members 
were elected. 

The first donations to the Museum were announced. 

1 As the Proceedings of the Society are considered unnecessary to give more than a 
embodied in the published Transactions for very brief record of the Meetings held during 
the years 1 849, 1850, and 1851, it has been that period. — Eds. 
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GENERAL MEETING, 

Held in the Tholsel Rooms, Wednesday, September 5th, 1849- 

THE REV. JOHN BROWNE, LL.D., in the Chair. 
The following Members were elected: — The Rev. Samuel Madden, 
the Rev. Richard Deverel], the Rev. James Wills, M.R.I.A., the Rev. 
James Ryan, Johnstown, the Rev. John Salmon, the Rev. T. U. Townsend, 
the Rev. Joseph Moore, the Rev. Thomas Vigors, the Rev. John Quin, 
the Rev. S. C. Harpur, the Rev. Michael Maher, the Rev. Michael Birch, 
the Rev. J. L. O'Flinn, the Rev. James Leckey, Messrs. George Reade, 
Nat. Alcock, M.D., William Shee, Sergeant- at-Law, Miles Sterling, 
M.R.C.S.I., James Cullenan, M.D., Charles E. Ross, M.D., Edmund 
Staunton, Alexander Cullenan, M.D., John Prim, Ennisnag, Francis 
Massy, Jun., and Charles Tarrant, C.E. 



GENERAL MEETING, 

Held in the Tholsel Rooms, Wednesday, November 7th, 1 849. 
CHARLES TARRANT, ESQ., C.E., in the Chair. 

The following Members were elected : — Lord James W. Butler, John 
B. C. S. Wandesforde, Esq., the Rev. Edward Walsh, Durrow, the Rev. 
Charles Harte, the Rev. Henry Herbert, the Rev. Nicholas Kealy, Messrs. 
Richard M. Muggeridge, Richard Cooke, J.P., Michael Cahill, J.P., John 
Newell, M.D., Henry Herbert, William Graves, J.P., Dr. Cronyn, and 
Anthony E. Graves. 

On the suggestion of the Rev. James Wills, the formation of a Library 
was decided on. 



PROCEEDINGS 

OF 

THE KILKENNY ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY, 

1850. 



ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, 

Held in the Tholsel Rooms, Wednesday, January 2nd, 1850. 
MICHAEL BANIM, ESQ., Mayor of Kilkenny, in the Chair. 

The following Members were elected : — The Very Rev. the Dean of 
Clonmacnoise, Messrs. Henry M'Creery, Rathbourne, Nicholas Loughnan, 
Solicitor, Joseph Burke, and John Burke, Riverview. 

The Annual Report and Treasurer's Account were brought up and 
adopted. 

The Committee and Officers for the ensuing year were elected. 



GENERAL MEETING, 

Held in the Tholsel Rooms, Wednesday, March 6th, 1850. 

THE REV. JOHN BROWNE, LL.D., in the Chair. 

The following Members were elected : — Lord Walter Butler, Lord 

Charles Butler, Messrs. John Walsh, J.P., Fanningstown, Michael 

Banim, Bernard Scott, Jun., Solicitor, John Maher, Solicitor, James 

G. Robertson, Architect, Jeremiah Murphy, and Patrick Blanchfield. 

The printing of five hundred copies of the Transactions for 1 849 was 
decided on. 



GENERAL MEETING, 

Held in the Tholsel Rooms, Wednesday, May 1st, 1850. 

THE MARQUIS OF ORMONDE, in the Chair. 

The following Members were elected : — The Earl of Desart, the Earl 

of Bandon, the Countess of Desart, Messrs. Edmund Smith wick, J.P., 

E. Forstal, John Windele, John L. Rickards, C.E., Richard Culley, 
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Patrick Watters, Denny Lane, S. Morewood, B. M. Prentice, James 
St. John, LL.D., James Comerford, Peter Strange, and Thomas Chaplin. 
On the motion of the Right Hon. W. F. Tighe, the number of copies 
of the Transactions for 1 849, to be printed, was fixed at two hundred and 
fifty, instead of five hundred. 



GENERAL MEETING, 

Held in the Tholsel Rooms, Wednesday, July 3rd, 1850. 

RICHARD SMITHWICK, ESQ., J.P., High Sheriff of the City of Kilkenny, in the Chair. 

The following Members were elected: — Major- General M'Donald 
(for life), Nicholas P. O'Gorman, Assistant-Barrister, Kilkenny, Rev. 
H. B. Farmer, Major Roberts, Messrs. Richard Wheeler, J.P., C. Porter, 
LL.D., Thomas Shaw, Alexander Hamilton, Henry Flood, John Lindsay, 
Barrister-at-Law, Thomas Bradley, M.R.C.S.I., James M. Tidmarsh, N. 
H. Jones, Thomas Hewitt, W. E. Hudson, F. R. Stewart, J. E. Pigot, 
Barrister-at-Law, J. W. Hanna, T. L. Cooke, Samuel Bradley, and 
John O'Daly. 

Mons. Boucher de Crevecoeur de Perthes, President de la Societe* 
Roy ale d'Emulation d' Abbeville, was elected Honorary Corresponding 
Member. 



GENERAL MEETING, 

Held in the Tholsel Rooms, Wednesday, September 4th, 1850. 
THE RIGHT HON. W. F. TIGHE, in the Chair. 

The following Members were elected: — Lieut.- Col. Williams, Cap- 
tain A. G. Kennedy, the Rev. Patrick Lamb, the Rev. C. P. Meehan, 
Messrs. Richard Hitchcock, John M'Creery, William Owen, J. P., 
J. Murisson, and Robert Carlton. 



GENERAL MEETING, 

Held in the Tholsel Rooms, Wednesday, November 6th, 1850. 
THE MARQUIS OF ORMONDE, in the Chair. 

The following Members were elected : — The Marquis of Kildare, 
the Very Rev. L. F. O'Renehan, D.D., President of the Royal College of 
St. Patrick, Maynooth, Lieut.- Col. Portlock, R.E., the Rev. J. L. Drapes, 
Lieut. Charles E. Fowler, R.E., Messrs. James Roche, J.P., Henry J. 
Loughnan, E. S. Delaney, J. S. Blake, Barrister-at-Law, Robert Mal- 
comson, Henry Bird, Peter Prendergast, V.S., Robert Mosse, John 
Hutchinson, and Edward Butler. 



PROCEEDINGS 

OF 

THE KILKENNY AECH^OLOGICAL SOCIETY, 

1851. 



ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, 

Held in the Tholsel Rooms, Wednesday, January 8th, 1 85 1 . 
MICHAEL HYLAND, ESQ., Mayor of Kilkenny, in the Chair. 

The following Members were elected : — The Earl of Dunraven, Lady 
Harriet Kavanagh, Mrs. Wade, the Rev. J. H. Todd, D.D., S.F.T.C.D., 
Messrs. Edward Odell, Thomas Johnston, W. B. D. Turnbull, F.S.A.of 
Scot., W. R. Blackett, Jun., George Smith, James F. Ferguson, Hugh 
O'Brenan Clinche, John Potter, Jun., Timothy P. Glennon, Patrick 
Cody, George B. Anderson, J. K. Aylward, George Lewis Smyth, to- 
gether with the King's Inns Library, Dublin, and the Warrington Public 
Library, through their respective Librarians. 

The Annual Report and Account were brought up and adopted. 

It was Resolved, that the Transactions for the year 1850 should be 
printed ; the impression to be confined to three hundred copies. 

Rules for the management of the Library of the Society were adopted. 

The Committee and Officers for the ensuing year were elected. 



GENERAL MEETING, 

Held in the Tholsel Rooms, Wednesday, March 5th, 1851. 
THE RIGHT HON. W. F. TIGHE, in the Chair. 
The following Members were elected : — The Hon. and Very Rev. 
the Dean of Lismore, the Venerable the Archdeacon of Cashel, the Rev. 
Robert O'Callaghan, D.D., the Rev. Charles Graves, D.D., F.T.C.D., 
the Rev. Newport B. White, Messrs. John Walshe, Jun., and Michael 
Desmond. 



GENERAL MEETING, 

Held in the Tholsel Rooms, Wednesday, May 7th, 1851. 
THE REV. JOHN BROWNE, LL.D., in the Chair. 
The following Members were elected : — Messrs. Robert Curtis, John 
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P. Prendergast, Barrrister-at-Law, Samuel Robert Graves, John Davis 
White, M. Haverty, J. T. Gilbert, James C. Kenny, J. P., M.R.I.A., 
James Quin, Solicitor, Peter Charlsworth, and the Royal Dublin 
Society, through its Librarian. 



GENERAL .MEETING, 
Held in the Tholsel Rooms, Wednesday, July 9th, 1 85 1 . 
MAJOR-GENERAL M'DONALD, C.B., in the Chair. 
The following Members were elected : — The Very Rev. the Dean of 
Waterford, liev. George L. Shannon, W. R. Wilde, Esq., M.D., Messrs. 
Henry Jesse Lloyd, Henry T. Humphreys, W. J. Donovan, Edmund 
Murphy, Thomas W. Coneys, C. E., Richard R. Brash, Richard J. Sul- 
livan, and Thomas B. M'Creery. 

On the suggestion of Mr. Richard Hitchcock, it was Resolved, that 
a Prospectus, setting forth the objects and acts of the Society, should be 
drawn up, printed, and circulated. 



GENERAL MEETING, 

Held in the Tholsel Rooms, Wednesday, September 3rd, 1851. 

MICHAEL HYLAND, ESQ., Mayor of Kilkenny, in the Chair. 

The following Members were elected : — The Earl of Bessborough, 

Rev. Aiken Irvine, Messrs. Abraham Whyte Baker, A. W. Baker, Jun., 

Charles Finucane, M.D., Samuel Haughton, James Palmer Graves, 

Joseph Kavanagh, Edward Sutcliffe, and James M'Grady. 



GENERAL MEETING, 

Held in the Tholsel Rooms, Wednesday, November 5th, 1851. 
ROBERT CANE, ESQ., M.D., in the Chair. 

The following Members were elected : — Admiral Sir Thomas Beau- 
fort, Miss L. Beaufort, the Rev. John Casey, the Rev. A. B. Rowan, the 
Rev. John O' Sullivan, the Rev. James Lawson, the Rev. Thomas Gim- 
lette, the Rev. J. Handcock Scott, Col. Bruen, Evelyn Philip Shirley, 
Esq., A.M., the Rev. James Goodman, Messrs. William Collier, Richard 
Thorpe, S. B. Oldham, Charles Bourns, Henry Harris, H. W. Don- 
nelly, Francis Devereux, J. P., John F. Purcell, M.D., Thomas Scully, 
Michael Kearney, Daniel Cullen, Messrs. Artaria and Fontaine, Peter 
O'Callaghan, James G. Newton, M.D., Euseby D. Cleaver, Henry L. 
Allen, Somerset T. Allen, J. W. M'Kenzie, John H. Whitcroft, and 
Martin A. O'Brennan, LL.D. 



PROCEEDINGS 

OF 

THE KILKENNY ARCELEOLOGICAL SOCIETY, 

1852. 



ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, 

Held in the Tholsel Rooms, Wednesday, January 7th, 1852. 
THE RIGHT HON. W. F. TIGHE, in the Chair. 

The following Members were elected: — Lord Talbot de Malahide, 
the Rev. James Spencer Knox, Maghera ; Major Larcom, R.E., M.R.I.A., 
J. H. Glascott, Esq., Clonatin, Gorey, and George Fuller, Esq., Kilkenny : 
proposed by the Rev. James Graves. 

The Rev. J. B. Wallace, Ardmore, and Benjamin Woodward, Esq., 
Architect, Cork : proposed by the Very Rev. the Dean of Waterford. 

Arthur Leared, Esq., M.B., Oulart, and Robert S. Doyne, Esq., 
Wells, Oulart : proposed by the Rev. H. B. Farmer. 

William H. Harvey, Esq., M.D., M.R.I.A. : proposed by the Rev. 
Aiken Irvine. 

William Osborne Briscoe, Esq., M.D., Garranlea, Carrick-on-Suir, 
Joshua Kettlewell, Esq., Clogheen, John Barron, Esq., Dungarvan, 
Thomas Prendergast, Esq., Wexford, and Nicholas Wall, Esq., Lismore : 
proposed by Joseph Burke, Esq., Barrister-at-Law, and Poor-Law 
Inspector. 

Robert Clayton Browne, Esq., D.L., J.P., Browne's Hill, Carlow: 
proposed by Thomas H. Carroll, Esq. 

R. Tidmarsh, Esq., Kilkenny : proposed by J. M. Tidmarsh, Esq. 

W. J. Douglas, Esq., Kilkenny, and D. M'Evoy, Esq., Urlingford : 
proposed by John G. A. Prim, Esq. 

Captain T. Stanley, 57th Regiment: proposed by Major-General 
M'Donald. 

David Lynch, Esq., Q.C., 60, Lower Dominick- street, and Richard 
Tuohill, Esq., M.D., Clare-street, Dublin : proposed by M. O'Donnell, 
Esq., Barrister-at-Law. 

The Treasurer's Account for 1851 was then brought up and passed. 1 

The Secretary then read the Report for the year 1851, which was 
adopted and ordered to be printed. 2 

1 See vol i. p. 281. 2 See vol. i. p. 274. 
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The Rev. James Graves called attention to the last paragraph of the 
Report, which was as follows : — 

" A remarkable feature of the proceedings during the past year has been the large 
number of valuable original documents communicated by various individuals. Your Com- 
mittee feel that it is most desirable to encourage contributions of this nature, which are 
the only true sources of history. But as the limited fund arising from the small sub- 
scription of 5 s. annually is quite inadequate to their publication, they venture earnestly 
to recommend that a proposal should be issued inviting Members and others who wish 
to promote the printing, and therefore the preservation, of original documents, to con- 
tribute 10s. per annum, as a distinct subscription for that purpose ; and that, in the event 
of 200 persons being found willing to co-operate for this object, the printing of an 
additional volume should be undertaken, to be issued yearly, and to consist solely of 
original documents, illustrated wherever necessary by notes. It would be for after con- 
sideration to determine whether such publications should be sold to the public at an 
advanced price, or be confined solely to subscribers. Your Committee need scarcely ob- 
serve that rich mines of materials exist in this city and elsewhere which would amply 
repay the working." 

He would observe that the Committee were induced to make the proposal 
embodied in the last paragraph of their Report from the great number 
of original documents contributed at the several meetings of the past 
year, and likely to increase. Their value, he stated to be considerable, 
even if but preserved in the archives of the Society, but of course their 
publication would be most desirable ; however, from their number and 
great length, it would be impossible that they could be printed in the 
forthcoming volumes of the Transactions. He would therefore propose 
that the Secretaries should be empowered to take steps to carry out the 
plan suggested in the Report. 

It was then ordered, that a statement setting forth the nature of the 
undertaking should be drawn up and printed, and that the Secretaries 
should circulate it amongst the Members. 

The Committee and Officers for the ensuing year were then elected. 1 

The printing of the Transactions for 1851 was ordered, on the mo- 
tion of Dr. Cane, seconded by the Mayor, the arrangements being left 
to the Committee, as usual. 

The day of meeting was then, on the motion of Abraham Whyte 
Baker, Esq., changed from the first Wednesday to the first Saturday of 
each alternate month. 

The following presentations were received, and thanks for them 
ordered to be returned to the donors : — 

By the Royal Irish Academy, its Proceedings, vol. iv. part 3. 

By the Archaeological Institute of Great Britain and Ireland, its 
Quarterly Journal, No. 3 1 . 

By the Norfolk and Norwich Archaeological Society, its Transactions, 
vol. iii. part 3. 

By the Cambridge Antiquarian Society, its Report, May, 1851. 

By Miss Graves, Walker's Hibernian Magazine, 1782. 

By Mr. James G. Robertson, Architect, The Scenery and Antiquities 
of Kilkenny, concluding part. 

By Mr. Michael Kavanagh, Maynooth, Apologia pro Hibernia adver- 
sus Cambri Calumnias : auctore Stephano Vito. Dublin, 1849; Historice 
Catholicce Ibernice Compendium, reprint, Dublin, 1851. 

1 See vol. i. p. 271. 

24 
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By Mr. Henry M'Creery, Newpark, The Muster Roll of the Kilkenny 
Legion, 1782. 

By Mr. T. H. Carroll, Carlow, lithographs of the cromleac at Browne's 
Hill, Carlow. 

By Mr. James Fogarty, Tibroughny, a skein-haft, found at Bawn- 
garran, barony of Iverk, three years since, amongst some mounds of 
earth and large stones. The blade was sixteen or eighteen inches long 
and one broad, and the handle of bog oak — the former has been since 
converted into a butcher's knife. 

By Miss Butler, Wilton, county of Kilkenny, a six-pence of William 
III., and a half-penny token. 

By Mr. Henry M'Creery, Rathbourne, a queen Anne shilling. 

By the Rev. Aiken Irvine, impressions from several ancient seals. 

Mr. Graves said that he conceived it would be proper for the Society 
to form a perfect series of the Kilkenny tokens for their Museum, and, 
by way of commencement, he begged leave to present to the Society ten 
specimens which had been exhibited, being those of Roth, Beaver, 
Skanlan, Whittle, Davis, Keough, Adams (his penny), Purcell, Nevill, 
and the Kilkenny Penny for the Poor. 

Mr. Tighe coincided in Mr. Graves' view as to the desirability of 
having the full series of tokens formed for their Museum, and felt sure 
that where so good a beginning had been made, the object would soon 
be accomplished. 

Mr. J. H. Glascott presented an impression from a die, engraved 
with the reverse of a Papal Bull exhibiting the heads of SS. Peter and 
Paul. The matrix, or die, was in the possession of H. Alcock, Esq., 
Wilton Castle, Enniscorthy, by a friend of whose father it had been 
found amongst the ruins of Dunbrody abbey, county of Wexford, in a 
very singular manner. Having flung a stone at a rook, perched on a 
high corbel of the old building, the bird, in rising, disturbed some loose 
stones, and this curious antique fell at his feet. The die was of brass. 

Mr. Prim exhibited a pair of high- heeled shoes, entrusted to him for 
the purpose by Mr. Joseph Goslin, of Kilkenny. He observed that those 
who smiled at the extravagant fashions of our forefathers in the days of 
the Richards and Edwards, with their peaked boots, twisted like rams' 
horns and looped up to the knee, seemed to forget that the fashions of 
their own immediate progenitors were quite as outlandish — nothing could 
be more absurd than the specimens which he now produced of the danc- 
ing shoes worn by the mothers of many persons present. The heels 
were more than four inches high, and tapering nearly to a point ; to 
walk or stand in them must have been little short of torture, and how 
the wearers could contrive to move through the dance was altogether 
inexplicable, as the whole weight of the body was thrown upon the 
extreme point of the toes. 

The Marquis of Ormonde exhibited several pieces of the ancient 
Tapestry of Kilkenny Castle. 

The Rev. James Graves read a paper on the ancient Tapestry of Kil- 
kenny Castle, which is printed at length in the Transactions, p. 3, ante. 

George Lewis Smyth, Esq., Parliament-street, London, forwarded 
the following communication : — 
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" It is stated at page 260 of the Transactions of the Kilkenny Arch- 
aeological Society, vol. i., that the * family of the Smyths of Damagh has 
ceased to exist in the county of Kilkenny, for nearly a century.' This 
statement is incorrect. It may be that none of the family have re- 
sided at Damagh for a long time, but they are to be traced as residents 
in the county down to the year 1814, and as land-owners down to the 
last year. 

" The more modern history of the family, which substantiates these 
particulars, may be told in a few words. The heirs of that Valentine 
Smyth so emphatically commended by the duke of Ormonde (page 263 
of the Transactions), continued to possess Damagh until a younger son, 
taking advantage of the penal laws against the Roman Catholics, wrested 
the estate from his elder brother by becoming a Protestant. But the 
person thus dispossessed of his inheritance did not cease to be trusted 
and employed by the house of Ormonde. He took up his abode in 
Carrick-on-Suir, occupying a house which he rented from the patrons of 
his family, and enjoying more than one townland upon their adjoining 
estates, which were then considerable in that neighbourhood. As soon 
as the relaxation of the penal laws enabled Roman Catholics to acquire 
landed property, the estate of Westcourt, near Callan, was purchased 
in fee by Valentine Smyth of Carrick-on-Suir. He was, I believe, the 
grandson of the person who was deprived of Damagh, as already stated, 
and instituted a suit in chancery for its recovery, without avail. He 
was agent of the Ormonde estates ; an office in which he was succeeded 
by his grandson, Edmund. The mansion and demesne of Westcourt 
being let on lease when that estate was purchased by Valentine Smyth, 
he took up his residence and died at The Lodge, in Callan, which stands 
on part of the property. This Valentine had three sons, Laurence, 
Francis, and William, who all lived and acquired property at Carrick-on- 
Suir. Edmund Smyth succeeded to the agency of the Ormonde estates, 
which he held for some years. He too resided at The Lodge, in Callan, 
as well as in the house in Merrion-square, Dublin, now occupied by Dr. 
Corrigan. He withdrew to France in 1814, and died at Versailles in 
1822, leaving two sons, both born in that country. To the eldest of 
these, Edmund Smyth, the estate of Westcourt descended, as may be 
seen by the proceedings of the commissioners of incumbered estates, 
who advertised the property for sale last year." 

Mr. Patrick Cody, Mullinavat, communicated an account of the popu- 
lar belief relating to the origin of a small lake called Lough Cuillinn, 
near Tory Hill, in the barony of Ida and county of Kilkenny. The 
legend is printed at large in the Transactions, p. 97, ante, 

Mr. W. R. Blackett, Ballyne, wrote to inform the Society of the ex- 
istence of a very curious and ancient fictile vessel, which is preserved 
by a farmer at Castletown, near Piltown, but is said to have been origi- 
nally found in a rath, in the county of Tipperary. He thus describes 
the vessel : — - 

"It is made of a hard, coarse kind of earthenware, which has a 
ringing, metallic sound when struck. In shape it is nearly a globe, but 
somewhat lengthened, and terminating with a circumference of about 
twelve inches. It is six feet ten inches in circumference at the largest 
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part, and three feet ten inches about the mouth, which has a projecting 
rim of about two inches. In height it is three feet. It is as regular 
and smooth as if turned in a lathe, but has two cracks, extending a short 
way from the mouth. The substance is about one inch thick. It is 
in the possession of a tenant of Mr. Villiers Stuart, and is said to have 
been in the family more than two hundred years, since it was dug up. 
It is used for holding water." 

Dr. Aquilla Smith of Dublin ; communicated a list of all the known 
tradesmen's tokens struck in Kilkenny, followed by observations on that 
peculiar class of coin, and Mr. Prim read a paper on the same subject ; 
both communications are printed at length in the Transactions, pp. 155, 
159, ante. 

Mr. James F. Ferguson forwarded, as a contribution to the Society's 
Library, translations of the very voluminous inquisitions preserved in 
Master Lyle's office, Four Courts, Dublin, concerning the suppression 

of the Dominican, Franciscan, and Augustinian abbeys of Kilkenny 

These interesting records it is to be hoped will be printed in the Society's 
Annual Volume of Original Documents. 



GENERAL MEETING, 

Held in the Tholsel Rooms, Saturday, March 7th, 1852. 

MAJOR-GENERAL M'DONALD, C.B., in the Chair. 

The following Members were elected : — Lord Clermont : proposed by 
the Rev. Luke Fowler. 

The Hon. Frederick Ponsonby : proposed by Mr. W. R. Blackett. 

Sir R. Gore Booth, Bart., Lissadil ; the Rev. William Reeves, D.D., 
Ballymena; Christopher Dain, Esq., 169, High-street, Southampton; 
and Thomas C. Mossom Meekins, Esq., A.B., Inner Temple, London : 
proposed by the Rev. J. Graves. 

John Elliott, Esq., M.D., Cathedral-square, Waterford: proposed 
by the Very Rev. the Dean of Waterford. 

The Rev. Samuel Hayman, A.M., Youghal : proposed by the Rev. 
Thomas Gimlette, Waterford. 

Miss Mary C. Magrath, Bawn- James House, Rosbercon ; Wellesley 
Prendergast, Esq., Listerlin, New Ross; and Peter Mullin, Esq., 
L.R.C.S.L, New Ross: proposed by the Rev. Philip Moore, Rosbercon. 

William Daly, Esq., Poor- Law Office, Dublin ; and Richard Burke, 
Esq., Waterford : proposed by Mr. Joseph Burke, Poor- Law Inspector. 

Kerry Moone, Esq., New Castle, Co. Limerick ; Michael Kean, Esq., 
Woodbine Cottage, Ennistimon ; and Patrick Brady, Esq., Architect, 
Bally vaughan, Gort : proposed by Mr. Mark S. O'Shaughnessy. 

Thomas Butler Stoney, Esq., J.P., Portland, county of Tipperary : 
proposed by Mr. T. L. Cooke, Parsonstown. 

Peter Burtchael, Esq., County Surveyor, Carlow : proposed by Mr. 
Samson Carter, Jun., County Surveyor, Kilkenny. 

Joseph Ronayne, Esq., C.E., Cork : proposed by Mr. James S. Blake, 
Ballynemona. 
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Thomas H. Carroll, Esq., Proprietor of the Carlow Sentinel ; and 
Charles Denroche, Esq., C.E., Cardiff, South Wales : proposed by Mr. 
John G. A. Prim. 

Richard Armstrong, Esq., Barrister- at-Law, 9, Lower Dominick- 
street, Dublin; J. B. Murphy, Esq., Barrister- at-Law, 5, Lower Gar- 
diner-street, Dublin ; W. J. Hackett, Esq., Barrister-at-Law, Clonmel ; 
Patrick J. Murray, Esq., Barrister-at-Law, 1, Upper Pembroke- street, 
Dublin ; Henry Lover, Esq., Barrister-at-Law, 42, Rathmines, Dublin ; 
James M. Loughnan, Esq., Barrister-at-Law, 101, Lower Gardiner- 
street, Dublin ; Charles H. Hemphil, Esq., Barrister-at-Law, 6, Lower 
Fitz william- street, Dublin ; Charles Coates, Esq., Barrister-at-Law, 3, 
Hatch-street, Dublin : proposed by Mr. Matthew O'Donnell, Barrister- 
at-Law, Kilkenny. 

The following presentations were received, and thanks for them re- 
turned to the donors : — 

By the Cambrian Archaeological Association, Archceologia Cambrensis, 
No.9. 

By the Archaeological Institute of Great Britain and Ireland, its 
Quarterly Journal, No. 32. 

By Mr. John O'Daly, the Publisher, The Tribes of Ireland, a Satire, 
by JEngus O'Daly ; and The Munster Poets, second edition. 

By the Rev. Aiken Irvine, Engravings of Inscriptions from the Ruins 
of Persepolis, issued by the Royal Dublin Society. 

By the Rev. Singleton Colville Harpur, Aghaboe Glebe, a bronze 
dagger, a fine bronze celt without stop- ridge, and a very large pocket- 
shaped bronze celt. 

By the Rev. James Graves, a bronze antique, which in shape and 
size strongly resembled the pipe of a modern bellows. It was found in 
the bed of the Shannon. Several antiquities of a similar kind, but not 
ornamented as this was, are in the Museum of the Royal Irish Academy, 
and their use has formed a subject of speculation amongst the members 
of that learned body without any very satisfactory conclusion being yet 
arrived at. 

By Mr. P. M. Delany, High-street, a silver coin of queen Anne's 
reign. 

By Mr. D. Byrne, Timahoe, a silver coin of Edward L, a silver coin 
of queen Elizabeth, and a copper coin of pope Pius VII., all of which 
had been found in the Queen's County. 

By Mr. Robert Wright, Foulksrath Castle, a specimen of bog- butter 
which had been dug up in a turf bog at Park, near Moneygall, county 
of Tipperary, the property of R. Stannard, Esq. It was found at a 
depth of twenty-five feet from the surface in a cask of very rude con- 
struction, which the finders unfortunately had burned before the circum- 
stance of the discovery came to his knowledge. The cask was described 
as being formed of staves, of irregular size, and very inartistically put 
together. 

By Mr. Joseph Goslin, a pair of high-heeled shoes — (see p. 186, ante). 

Mr. Prim, on the ground that the change made in the day of meeting 
had been found to be very inconvenient, gave notice of his intention to 
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move that the first Wednesday of each alternate month be the day of 
meeting, as originally fixed. 

Mr. Prim exhibited, by permission of W. Jones, Esq., Architect, 
some objects of antiquity which had been discovered by a labourer in 
the employment of that gentleman at about a foot from the surface, 
whilst making a walk in the lawn before his cottage, near Kilkenny. 
They consisted of a very ancient silver reliquary, which exhibited signs 
of gilding, and was much worn, apparently from having been long sus- 
pended round the neck of some person ; two silver buttons, one of them 
of conical shape, the other flat, and inscribed with the letters I.H.S., the 
centre letter surmounted by a cross ; a small coil of silver wire, and six 
silver coins, five of them being of the reign of Elizabeth, and one of 
James I. 

Mr. Prim reported the discovery of an imperfect Ogham monument 
in the ancient burying-ground of Tullaherin, county of Kilkenny ; his 
attention had been called to the existence of this ancient memorial stone 
by Henry O'Neill, Esq., one of their members. 

Mr. James G. Robertson read some notes on Kilkenny Castle, illus- 
trated by drawings and plans. Mr. Robertson's paper will be found at 
full in the Transactions, p. 115, ante. 

The Rev. James Graves contributed the following observations on 
what he supposed to be an ancient Pagan cemetry, at Rathmoyle, in the 
parish of Ballynemara, county of Kilkenny : — 

" The names of localities, in a country which has retained its ori- 
ginal inhabitants and language, often possess much historic interest, and 
in many instances preserve a record of events which have faded from 
the page of history, and only live in the faint glimmering of oral tradi- 
tion. The parish and townland of Ballynemara is a case in point ; the 
peasantry understand it to mean ' the town of the dead,' or of the corpses ; 
the adjoining townland of Bally 'doole, they say, means the ' town of mourn- 
ing ;' and the neighbouring parish and townland of Clas7iacrow, or Clash- 
aglow, they understand to mean ' fretting, or grevious lamentation.' Hav- 
ing been recently in that locality, I learned from a respectable and in- 
telligent farmer, named Grace, the popular belief as to the origin of 
names which tell such a tale of death and sorrow, namely, that they 
arose from the circumstance of a battle having, in ancient times, raged 
from Clashacrow, up the valley of the Arginny river, to Ballynemara, 
where, at the rivulet to the north of the parish church, a fierce and ob- 
stinate contest took place, in which the combatants fell nearly to a man. 

" This vague tradition is also connected with another locality in the 
parish of Ballynemara. The townland of Rathmoyle takes its name 
from a rath of the same appellation, which, when entire, crowned a small 
eminence of lime-stone gravel situate on the elevated ridge, which rises 
to the south of the parish church, and shuts in at that side one of the 
loveliest and richest pastoral valleys in Ireland. Rathmoyle is com- 
posed, geologically speaking, of lime-stone gravel ; and overlying, as it 
does, a soil based on the clay-slate of the carboniferous group of rocks, 
is, and has been, of such value in an agricultural point of view, and af- 
fords such excellent materials for road-making and mending, that a great 
part of the rath has been removed, notwithstanding the popular pre- 
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judice against disturbing such localities. The excavation thus formed 
presents a section of the rath, and proves it to be, not a remain of the 
military or defensive class, but a thickly peopled cemetery ; and the po- 
pular belief is, that the bodies of the combatants who fell at Ballyne- 
mara were here interred ; however that may be, about eighteen inches 
or two feet under the surface may be seen, protruding from the sides of 
the sand-pit, human bones, which are found not confusedly buried, but 
belonging to perfect skeletons which had been interred without any coffin 
or cist of stones or flags. They lie for the most part with the head to 
the east, and feet to the west, and show no signs of cremation. I have 
been assured by the neighbouring peasantry that no arms or ornaments 
of any kind have ever been turned up ; while the human remains are so 
abundant, that I was informed by one man that he had often carried 
away as many as two or three skulls in one horse load of gravel. This 
irreverence towards the remains of the dead may seem strange in an 
Irish peasant, but I imagine that it may be accounted for by the avowed 
belief that this was a Pagan burial-ground. I was unsuccessful in my 
endeavours to procure a specimen of the crania, but I shall, on some 
future occasion, make further search, as the form of the skull may help 
to indicate the peculiar race to which the combatants belonged, if those 
are indeed their remains. I however obtained and now lay before the 
meeting some other portions of several human skeletons procured on the 
spot. In addition to human remains, this ancient Pagan cemetery con- 
tains the bones of animals, amongst which the horns of the fallow deer 
frequently occur. These relics of the lower animals would seem to in- 
dicate that the obsequies of the dead were accompanied by the funeral 
feast, an idea which receives confirmation from the fact that the north 
face of the excavation exhibits a perfect section of a pit sunk into the 
gravel about five feet deep, and ten or twelve in diameter. This pit may 
be traced by a well marked line of charcoal, calcined bones, and clinkers 
or slag, exactly similar to the waste or slag of the ancient iron furnaces 
which occur along the course of the river Nore, at the base of the 
Slievebloom mountains, in the Queen's County. This pit is probably 
one of those anciently used to cook animal food, according to the well 
known method in vogue amongst the ancient Irish, as related by Jeoffry 
Keating, viz., by lining such an excavation with stones, which when 
thoroughly heated by an immense fire of wood, were placed under and 
over the raw flesh, and then the whole covered in till sufficiently cooked. 
If we suppose the stones used for this purpose to be the clay- slate of the 
locality, which is rich in nodules of iron ore, it is easy to account for 
this slag, as the limestone gravel would serve to fuse such portions of 
iron ore as were subjected with them to the action of the fire. This very 
curious Pagan cemetery seems to belong to that class, of which another 
example, discovered in the course of excavations made in forming the 
Waterford and Kilkenny Railway near Jerpoint, in this county, was 
brought under the notice of the Society by Mr. Prim, at the January 
meeting of 1850. 

" The learned Worsaae (Primceval Antiquities of Denmark, translated 
by W. J. Thorns, p. 104), considers interments in natural sand-hills to 
afford the latest examples of Pagan sepulture, and observes that the cir- 
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cumstance of several corpses being thus found interred together ' leads 
to the conjecture that towards the close of the heathen period there were 
general places of interment, which form the transition to the custom 
which became prevalent in the Christian era of interring the dead in 
church-yards/ Pagan burial-grounds of this nature are traceable, Mr. 
Thorns observes, * in the Isle of Thanet, Northamptonshire, and other 
localities in England/ " 

General M'Donald observed that Mr. Graves seemed quite correct 
in his translations of the various names of townlands, and from the pre- 
valence of such names in the locality referred to, there could be little 
doubt of a bloody battle having been fought there at some very remote 
period. 

Dr. Cane examined the bones exhibited, and stated that the greater 
portion of them belonged to human beings who appeared, from the 
teeth, to have been aged about fifty. A few of the bones seemed to 
have belonged to the skeleton of a sheep. 

Mr. R. Hitchcock contributed a paper entitled " Gleanings from Coun- 
try Church-yards," which is printed in the Transactions, p. 127, ante. 

Mr. Hitchcock also communicated an extract from Hackluyt's Voy- 
ages, illustrative of Dingle in the time of queen Elizabeth, which will be 
found printed at length, with an Introduction and Notes, in the Trans- 
actions, p. 133, ante, 

Mr. Patrick Cody, Mullinavat, contributed a second legend connected 
with Lough Cuillinn, which will be found printed at large in the Trans- 
actions, p. 98, ante. 

Mr. Daniel Byrne, Timahoe, sent the following communication on 
the monumental inscriptions in Timogue church, Queen's County : — 

" The church of Timogue comprises within its walls many interest- 
ing monuments connected with the ancient proprietors of the district, 
principally the Byrnes and Fitzgeralds. The district of Lugacurren, in 
which the church is situate, was originally the property of the O'Mores, 
being part of Leix. In remote ages the O'Mores formed an alliance 
with the O'Kellys. In the reign of Elizabeth the O'Kelly who possessed 
Lugacurren, then known by the name of Far en O'Ceallagh, or ' O'Kelly's 
land,' married the daughter of O'Byrne of Glanmalur, in the county of 
Wicklow ; and in order to have a suitable habitation for his wife, he is 
said to have built, with stone and lime cement, in one week, a house, the 
site of which is known to this day by the name of ' shanagh dough,' or, 
' old stone.' O'Kelly about this time had in his employment a servant 
named Macgloud. Tradition asserts that some difference arose between 
O'Kelly's wife and Macgloud, on which he went to the then earl of Kil- 
dare who resided in Kilkea castle ; and without O'Kelly's knowledge in- 
vited the earl to visit the latter. The earl accepted the invitation, and 
was kindly received by O'Kelly who made him sponsor for his child : 
but on the night of the day on which the infant was baptized, the mother 
and child were found dead in their bed, to the great grief of O'Kelly. 
The earl remained, and attended at the interment of the infant and its 
mother, after which he induced his host to accompany him to his cas- 
tle of Kilkea. The day after his arrival the earl took O'Kelly to the top 
of his castle, and under pretence of giving him a view of the surrounding 
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scenery, and contrary to the principles of humanity and hospitality, had 
two ruffians prepared, who struck off his head. He then immediately 
wrote to queen Elizabeth letting her know that he had dispatched a prin- 
cipal rebel, named O'Kelly, who was in strong alliance with the indom- 
itable O'Mores ; whereon he received from Elizabeth a grant of O'Kelly's 
property. 1 

" All this traditional account is true, with the exception, that the 
earl of Kildare is unjustly accused. Gerald Fitzgerald, of Morett, was 
the murderer of O'Kelly. He was married to a daughter of John Bowen, 
of Bally adams, who endeavoured by every means to destroy O'Kelly and 
the brave O'Mores ; and by the aid of Fitzgerald he compassed the 
death of O'Kelly. But the O'Mores avenged O'Kelly by putting to 
death Fitzgerald and burning his castle of Morett. 

" Gerald Fitzgerald, the son of O'Kelly's murderer, next became pos- 
sessor of Lugacurren. He was commonly called " Short Garret." This 
Gerald was a consummate tyrant over the peasantry. A curse rested on 
him, and after some time he sold the estate of Lugacurren to Sir Walter 
Whelan. This Gerald, together with his perfidious father, lie buried in 
the church of Timogue. 

" Sir Walter Whelan was a Roman Catholic and resided in Timogue 
castle. He built a chapel in Timogue on the site of the ancient church 
founded by St. Mochua, and which building is now the Protestant church. 
Sir Walter Whelan, after some considerable time, is said to have sold 
the estate to Daniel Byrne for an hundred and twenty thousand pounds. 
This appears an enormous sum ; but the estate contained fifteen large 
townlands. 

" Daniel Byrne was a son to Laughlin Byrne, who lived in Ballentlee 
near Red Cross, in the county of Wicklow, and a descendant of the 
Byrnes of Glenmalur, so much celebrated in history. Laughlin Byrne 
had two sons, Denis and Daniel ; Denis possessed the estate of Bal- 
lentlee ; Daniel was a clothier, and made a contract to clothe Cromwell's 
troops, by which he amassed a large fortune. Daniel, after he had made 
his purchase, got married to a young lady named O'Neill, by whom he had 
a son called Gregory. This Gregory was created a baronet, and lived 
in Timogue castle. Sir Gregory had a son named Daniel, who mar- 
ried Anna Dorothea, eldest daughter of Edward Warren, of Pointon, in 
the county of Chester ; this lady was a Protestant. Sir Daniel's eldest 
son Charles died at nine years of age ; consequently his second son 
John became heir to the title and estate. After the death of Sir 
Daniel, Sir John married the only danghter of Sir Peter Leyster, of 
Pointon, in England. Sir John's lady was a member of the Church of 
England, and while Sir John was in Ireland she fell sick of a fever. 
She recovered, but he unfortunately took the fever, and while he was 
in delirium his father-in-law is said to have drawn his will, and framed 
it so that Sir John's estates in Ireland should be sold, and purchases of 
property made in England for his heir, Sir Peter Byrne, and that unless 
Sir Peter conformed to the Church of England, the full amount of the 

1 This legend is given by Hardiman in copied into the Dublin Penny Journal, vol, 
his *' Irish Minstrelsy/' from which it is i. p. 67. — Eds. 

25 
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price of the estates should go to the support of the University of Oxford. 
According to the terms of the will Sir Peter conformed, and took the 
name of Leyster. 

" In this paper I shall not mention the existing relations of Sir Daniel, 
but simply say that after the death of Sir John the estates were sold and 
the marquis of Lansdowne became possessor of Lugacurren. 

" It now only remains for me to give the inscriptions of the tomb-stones 
within Timogue church. Sir Daniel Byrne's tomb is of beautiful white 
marble, on which is engraved the armorial bearings of the Byrnes, and 
the following inscription : — ' Beneath this marble stone lyeth the body of 
Sir Daniel Byrne, Bart., who dyed the 25 of September in the year 1715 
and of his age the 39. He married Anna Dorothea eldest daughter of 
Edward Warren, of Pointon, in the county of Chester and Kingdom of 
England, Esq. He was a singular instance of congugall affection, a 
kind and indulgent father to his children, and in the discharge of pro- 
mises, which in the practice of the world meets with too little regard, a 
greate example of justice. Heere also lyeth the body of Charles his 
eldest son, who was a youth of very promising expectation ; he dyed 
the first of November, 1713, and in the ninth year of his age.' 

" At the end of Sir Daniel's tomb, towards the door, and also in the 
floor of the church, rests a white marble tomb without any armorial or- 
nament, containing the following inscription : — 

" ' Heere lyeth the body of Thomas Fitzgerald, of Morett, Esq., who 
departed this life the twenty-second of September, 1766, aged 20 years, 
son of Stephen Fitzgerald, of Morett, Esq. He was a most dutiful son 
and valuable youth, for which reason his mother, Catherine Fitzgerald, 
youngest daughter of Sir Daniel Byrne, Bart., lays down this stone, in 
regard to the great tenderness he had for his mother and her most pa- 
rental love for him.' 

" On the right of the pulpit, and in the wall of the church, is a tomb 
of black marble, on which is sculptured the armorial bearings of the 
Fitzgeralds of Morett, with the following inscription : — 

" ' In this vault and ground lie the remains of Gerald Fitzgerald of 
Morett, Esq., and of his wife a daughter of John Bowen, of Ballyadams, 
Esq. He was murdered and his Castle burned in the reign of Eliza- 
beth. And of his only son, Gerald Fitzgerald, of Timogue, Esq. And of 
his wife, a daughter of O'Demesy, lord of Clanmalere. And of his eldest 
son, Thomas Fitzgerald, of Morett, Esqr. And of his wife a daughter of 
John Picat of Dysart, Esquire. And of his eldest son, Stephen Fitzgerald, 
of Morett, Esq. And of his wife a daughter of Henry Gilbert, of Kil- 
menchy, Esquire. And of his eldest son, Thomas Fitzgerald, of Morett, 
Esquire. And of his wife, a daughter of Sir Gregory Byrne, Bart. He 
dyed on the 18th day of April, 1754.' 

" By the side of the white marble tomb of Thomas Fitzgerald rests a 
plain black marble slab, containing the following inscription : — ' Here lieth 
the body of Stephen Fitzgerald of Morett, Esq., who departed this life the 
second of August 1771, aged 64 years. He was a most tender husband 
and affectionate parent, and sincere friend. His widow, Catherine Fitz- 
gerald, youngest daughter of Sir Daniel Byrne, Bart., lays down this 
stone, in regard to the high value she has for his memory.' 
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" Adjoining the end of this tomb rest3 a green-stone slab also in the 
floor, which contains the following inscription : — ' Here lieth the body 
of Mrs. Martha Fitzgerald, wife of Stephen Fitzgerald, Esq., who died 
the 25th day of December anno domini 1713, aged 54. Here lyeth the 
body of Stephen Fitzgerald, Esq., who died the 20th day of June ano 
dom. 1710, aged 54 years.' 

"In the church a black marble tomb-stone forms part of the floor, 
containing the following words : — ' Here lie the body of Mrs. Francess 
Fitzgerald, wife of Mr. Thomas Fitzgerald, of Morett, and one of the 
daughters of Sir Gregory Byrne, Baronet, deed, she departed this life y e 
19th day of October, ano domi 1723 and in y e 40th year of her age. 
By this stone lieth the body of the above named Thomas Fitzgerald, 
of Morett, Esq., he dyed the 18th day of Apl. 1754, aged 68 yrs.' 

"I have to thank the Rev. William Mease, who came from Strad- 
bally to Timogue, and kindly gave me admission to the church, which is of 
much interest on account of its antiquity, and the monuments which it 
contains. The tombs in the church-yard were all generally laid down 
about 1700; near the church door is a marble tomb-stone placed over 
Joseph Purcel, son of captain Puree], who resided in Timogue." 



GENERAL MEETING, 

Held in the Tholsel Rooms, Saturday, May 5th, 1853. 

MAJOR-GENERAL, M'DONALD, C.B., in the Chair. 

The following Members were elected : — Mrs. Beauchamp Newton, 
Rathwade, Bagnalstown ; the Rev. John Warde, Wath Rectory, Ripon ; 
and Herbert F. Hore, Esq., Pole Hore, Wexford : proposed by the Rev. 
James Graves. 

Mr. Daniel Hickey, Gowran ; and Mr. Patrick Carrigan, Mullinavat : 
proposed by Mr. Patrick Cody, Mullinavat. 

John Fitzsimons, Esq., High-street, Kilkenny : proposed by Mr. John 
G. A. Prim. 

The following presentations were received and thanks for them 
ordered to be returned to the donors : — 

By the Dowager Marchioness of Ormonde, a curiously ornamented 
and inlaid ancient pistol. Her ladyship, however, was unable to state 
anything of its history. 

By the Rev. James Mease, Freshford, two curious modem brass 
medals. 

By Dr. Keating, Callan, a silver coin of Edward IV., found sometime 
since in Jerpoint Abbey, by a person who thought proper to disturb 
the tomb said to be that of Felix O'Delany, bishop of Ossory temp. 
Henry II., and first abbot of Jerpoint. 

By Mr. James Fogarty, a curious pear-shaped stone, found in a rath 
near Piltown. 

By Mrs. William Jones, Kilkenny, the curious silver reliquary, two 
antique silver buttons, six coins of Elizabeth and James I., and the coil 
of silver wire, found in making a new walk in the lawn at Mr. Jones' 
cottage, near Kilkenny, and which had been exhibited at the last meeting. 
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By Mr. John P. Quin, two silver coins of Elizabeth, turned up in a 
field at Lisdowney. 

By Mr. Williams, Lacken Cottage, a counterfeit dollar of Charles 
IV. of Spain, found near Kilkenny. 

By Mr. Daniel Meany, a specimen of the ancient flooring tiles of 
Graigue Abbey. 

By the Rev. James Graves, one of those very curious porcelain seals, 
consisting of a perfect cube, surmounted by a rudely shaped animal 
serving as a handle, and inscribed with Chinese characters on the under 
surface, which just now excite so much interest amongst antiquaries, 
and are as great a puzzle to them as the Round Towers themselves. 
The specimen now presented to the Museum was found near Thomastown 
many years ago, and is not enrolled in the list of Mr. Getty, of Belfast. 
By Mr. W. R. Blackett, Ballyne, an accurate plan and measurements 
of the great cromleac of Leac-an-scail, in the county of Kilkenny. 

By the Rev. Thomas Gimlette, the Rev. Samuel Hayman's Account of 
Toughal Church. 

By Mr. Alexander Johns, Carrickfergus, M'Skimin's History of 
Carrickfergus. 

By the Archaeological Institute of Great Britain and Ireland, its 
Journal, No. 33. 

By the Cambrian Archaeological Association, Archceologia Cambrensis, 
No. 10. 

By the St. Alban's Architectural Society, A Description of the Roman 
Theatre of Verulam, fyc. 

By the Architectural Societies of Northampton, York, and Lincoln, 
and the Architectural and Archaeological Societies of Bedfordshire and 
St. Alban's, their united Reports and Papers. 

By Dr. James, some records of the municipal corporation of the city 
of Kilkenny, and which he trusted might prove useful and interesting. 
They consisted of a mutilated copy of the charter of James I. ; two 
original affidavits, one in the case of " King against Ambrose Evans, Esq., 
Mayor of Kilkenny," A.D. 1751, the other in " The King against Thomas 
Barnes, Mayor of Kilkenny," A.D. 1728; and a brief to Anthony 
Malone, the celebrated lawyer, from Mr. Arthur Helsham, whose elec- 
tion as coroner for the city had been petitioned against by the defeated 
candidate, Mr. Thomas Cuffe, one of the Desart family. These docu- 
ments, which are not the first that Dr. James has liberally given into 
the custody of the Society, are of particular interest, as illustrating the 
state of the guilds, or incorporated trade societies, existing in the begin- 
ning of the last century in Kilkenny. It appears that there were then 
six incorporated trades, viz., the merchants' guild, the bakers', cord- 
wainers', hammermens', tailors', and carpenters' companies. In electing 
the recorder, Mr. Cuffe claimed the right of the masters and wardens 
of these guilds to be allowed to vote for him, and also that the aldermen 
had a right to two votes each. Mr. Helsham denied the right of the first 
as it had become obsolete ; and he declared the claim of the aldermen to 
two votes to have been already decided by the Lord Chancellor, Brode- 
rick, who, in a similar case, " desired to see one of the Aldermen, and 
if he appeared to have two heads, he should have two votes ; otherwise 
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not, for it was contrary to the charter, and repugnant to the laws of the 
land." Mr. Helsham also alleged that the master and wardens of the 
hammermen, and other companies would have attended to vote for him, 
in case such votes were taken, but that Mr. Reade of Rossenara, Mr. 
Colles of Millmount, and Mr. Carpenter of Castlecomer, friends to Mr. 
Cuffe, had contrived to induce them to attend at their various residen- 
ces on the plea of having in one case a clock, in another a window to 
mend, and in a third a cow to kill, and that they were there made drunk 
and kept in that state till the election was over, in order to prevent them 
from voting for Mr. Helsham. This brief summary of the contents of 
the documents will serve to show how curious and interesting they were, 
and may induce others who have similar old MSS. in their possession, 
to confide or exhibit them to the Archaeological Society. 

By Mr. James F. Ferguson, Exchequer Record Office, Dublin, an 
extract which formed in itself a considerable volume, taken from one 
of the valuable public records in his custody, the Liber Tenurarum Lagenice, 
being the entire portion referring to the county, and county of the city, 
of Kilkenny. 

Mr. Graves pointed out the vast importance which this document 
was of for the illustration of local history, as it contained a full list of 
the noblemen and gentlemen holding property in capite in Kilkenny in 
the beginning of the seventeenth century, together with ample state- 
ments of the denominations and value of their lands, and the nature of 
the tenures by which they held. 

Mr. Ferguson's donation has been reserved to form a part of the 
Society's Annual Volume of Original Documents. 

Mr. Prim having given notice of a motion for returning to the first 
Wednesday of each alternate month as the day of meeting for the Society, 
instead of Saturday, the latter having been found a most inconvenient 
day for all the members, and the recent change having resulted in seriously 
reducing the attendance of members at their meetings, Mr. Graves read 
a letter from A. W. Baker, jun., Esq., Ballaghtobin, pointing out that 
though he had recommended a change, still he had not suggested Satur- 
day, as he knew it would be most inconvenient. He now again urged his 
previous objections to Wednesday, and suggested that either Monday 
or Tuesday should be fixed upon. 

After some discussion, Dr. Cane said it was evident that no day could 
be fixed upon which some one would not find inconvenient, and that it 
seemed that Wednesday was likely to be inconvenient to the smallest 
number of the members ; he was sorry that they could not meet the views 
of a gentleman who took so great an interest in the Society as Mr. Baker 
had evinced, but under all the circumstances he would second the motion 
for returning to Wednesday. 

The question having been put from the Chair, Wednesday was fixed 
upon nem. con. 

Mr. Baker, in his letter, made several suggestions for extending the 
operations of the Society. He acknowledged that the means at its dis- 
posal were very limited, owing to the low amount at which the sub- 
scriptions had been fixed, but he thought a reduction might be made in 
the expenditure by not posting notices of each meeting to members, but 
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substituting a notice in the newspapers ; the amount saved to be applied 
in repairing monuments of antiquity falling to decay, such as the Round 
Tower of Tullaherin. He also suggested that a regular chronicle of 
the antiquities still extant within the sphere of their knowledge or 
influence, their condition, state of preservation, &c, should be given in 
the annual report of the Society, by getting up parties and deputations of 
the members to inspect and report upon them. Also, that clay models 
of the more valuable sculptured monuments should be made ; whilst 
some plan of rewards to people preserving objects of antiquity might be 
struck out, so as to give a stimulus for the prevention of wanton out- 
rages on ancient monuments ; and that the Society ought to take steps 
to connect itself with the Royal Irish Academy, and similar bodies, in 
order that by union of action, they might mutually aid the objects all 
had in view. 

Mr. Graves stated that all possible economy was already used as to the 
item of postage in their expenditure, summonses to the meetings being 
only sent to such members in the country as expressed a wish to have 
such a notification of the day of meeting, so that the expense of ad- 
vertising every meeting would be infinitely greater. One of Mr. Baker's 
suggestions the Committee had already arranged to put in operation — 
that of taking casts of valuable monuments liable to injury from situ- 
ation in exposed places. Mr. O'Neill had been engaged to take a 
mould (and supply both the mould and a cast to the Society) of the 
beautiful tomb of the cross-legged knight in the old church of Kilfane, 
but as the funds could not bear this outlay, the expense should be 
defrayed by a private subscription of the members, some of whom had 
already put down their names for 10s. each, towards the object. The 
other suggestions made by Mr. Baker were referred to the Committee to 
consider how far it might be possible to act upon them. 

Mr. Robertson exhibited a painting in water colours of the ancient 
Market Cross of Kilkenny, and the High-street from the Tholsel to the 
. present Shambles, as seen by a person standing nearly opposite the 
former. The quaint old gabled fronts, unbroken lines of bay windows, 
and pent-houses, as they existed a century since in the High-street, were 
beyond doubt set down with the accuracy of a daguerreotype, for many 
of the prominent features of the view have been only removed within 
the last thirty years, and are at once recognisable. The drawing was 
found amongst those prepared by the late Mr. Robertson to illustrate his 
intended work on the history and antiquities of Kilkenny. 

Mr. Graves said it was unnecessary to draw attention to the splendid 
collection of ancient bells upon the table, for they had already attracted 
general admiration, and excited the strongest interest amongst the mem- 
bers present — and he was sorry that more were not present to enjoy so 
unusual a treat. They were indebted for the exhibition of these bells, 
as well as the curious ancient ornaments which accompanied them, to the 
kindness of Mr. Cooke, of Parsonstown, who had sent them by his son, 
Mr. William Cooke, whom he (Mr. Graves) begged leave to introduce 
to the meeting, and they were accompanied by a paper from the former 
gentleman, which he would now have the pleasure of reading to them. 
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Mr. Graves then read Mr. Cooke's paper on Ancient Irish Bells, which 
will be found printed in full in the Transactions, p. 47, ante. 

Mr. Watters exhibited the " Liber Primus Kilkenniae," the most an- 
cient book of the proceedings of the corporation of Kilkenny now extant. 
It was a small quarto book of vellum, bound in oak boards ; the proceed- 
ings commenced in the year 1230, and went down to the reign of 
Henry VIII., carrying on the minutes of the corporation during that 
long period. Being 622 years old, the book might be deemed a curiosity 
in itself, but as a record of the ancient history of the city, it was even 
more interesting. It contained the original charter of William earl 
Marshal, son-in-law of Strongbow, incorporating the citizens as sovereign 
and burgesses ; also the grant of Richard II. confirming that charter ; 
also an account of the division of the county of Kilkenny amongst the 
daughters of Gilbert de Clare, earl of Gloucester, which family obtained 
the possession through marriage with a daughter of the earl Marshal. 
With one of the daughters of Gilbert de Clare, a portion of the county 
including Kilkenny Castle, came to the Le de Spencer family, and was 
purchased from them by the third earl of Ormonde. It seemed from 
this record that it was the custom for the corporation to assemble and 
swear in their sovereign in the Black Abbey ; and he found that in the 
fourteenth century, two females had been elected and sworn burgesses of 
Kilkenny. 

Mr. Henry O'Neill read a paper on the Rock Monuments of the 
county of Dublin, which will be found printed in full in the Transactions, 
p. 40, ante. 

A communication was read from Mr. John O'Daly, on the name, 
Tullaherin, the locality of the recently discovered ogham stone, advo- 
cating the supposition, that the name in true ortography was Tulaigh- 
Chiaran, i. e., the Tulaigh or burying place of St. Kieran, the patron 
saint of Ossory ; or a burying place dedicated to that saint. 



GENERAL MEETING, 
Held in the Tholsel Rooms, Wednesday, July 5th, 1852, 
ROBERT CANE, ESQ., M.D., in the Chair. 

The following new Members were elected : — Lord Farnham, Farnham, 
county of Cavan ; The O'Donovan, Montpelier, Douglas, Cork ; T. Crof- 
ton Croker, Esq., F.S.A., J. P., London ; Daniel Mahony, Esq., J.P., 
Dunloe Castle, Killarney ; Rev. Joseph Fitzgerald, P.P., M.R.I. A., 
Rahan, Tullamore ; Mrs. Mahony, Cullenagh, Beaufort, Killarney; 
John Gray Bell, Esq., London : proposed by Mr. R. Hitchcock. 

Standish Hayes O'Grady, Esq., Monkstown, Cork ; James Sandiford 
Lane, Esq., J. P., Shipton ; Patrick Chalmers, Esq., Auldbar, Brechin, 
Scotland ; Henry O'Neill, Esq. ; Mr. Thomas Pembroke, Kilkenny ; and 
John Costelloe, Esq., Gal way : proposed by the Rev. James Graves. 

Edward Lane, Esq., Kilkenny : proposed by Dr. James. 

Walter Sweetman, Esq., M.R.I.A., Annaghs, New Ross : proposed 
by the Rev. T. U. Townsend, 
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Mrs. Charles Doyne, Newtown Park, Blackrock, Dublin : proposed 
by Mr. James K. Aylward. 

Edward Fitzgerald, Esq., Nelson Terrace, Youghal: proposed by 
the Rev. Thomas Gimlette. 

Mr. Graves read the following letter, which had been received from 
Herr Worsaae, the celebrated Danish antiquary : — 

192, Bredgade, Copenhagen, 

June 13th, 1852. 

Gentlemen — After having returned from a stay in France and England, I have 
had the honuor to receive the letter of Feb. 17th addressed to me from the Kilkenny 
Archaeological Society, proposing to the Royal Society of Northern Antiquaries, to enter 
into friendly coram unications with the Kilkenny Archaeological Society. 

As I am not at present more than a member of the Royal Society of Northern Anti- 
quaries, I have given up the letter to the Perpetual Secretary of the Royal Society, Coun- 
cillor Rafn, and I do not doubt but that he will do everything towards carrying out the 
wishes of the Kilkenny Archaeological Society. He was very much pleased when I told 
him of this plan. 

Finally, I have to return ray most sincere thanks to the Society, not only for the 
copy of " Hints and Queries," which you, gentlemen, have been kind enough to forward 
to me, but also for the very flattering compliment you have paid to my small publica- 
tions. 

With my best wishes for the prosperity of the Kilkenny Society, 
I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient, faithful servant, 

J. J. A. Worsaae. 
The Rev. James Graves, and John 
G. A. Prim, Esq., Hon. Sees, to the 
Kilkenny Archaeological Society. 

A communication was then read from the Rev. J. L. Irwin, rector 
of Thomastown, strongly urging on the Society the necessity of taking 
steps to arrest the decay of Jerpoint Abbey, and suggesting the forma- 
tion of a special fund for that and similar purposes. 

The Secretaries were requested, by a resolution passed unanimously, 
to visit and report upon the condition of the Abbey, and Mr. J. G-. 
Robertson, architect, consented to give them the benefit of his profes- 
sional assistance for that purpose. 

The following presentations were received, and thanks ordered to be 
given to the donors : — 

By Mr. Patrick Chalmers, Auldbar, the impression of a small signet 
ring, engraved with the letter I crowned, and which was said to be the 
private seal of king John ; it was found in an old castle near Tara, and is 
in the possession of Miss Daly. It did not appear on what authority the 
ring was attributed to king John. 

By Mr. R. Malcolmson, Shamrock Lodge, Bagnalstown, an impres- 
sion from the signet of the second duke of Ormonde, which had been 
attached to a fee-farm grant of the lands of Rathowe, county of Carlow, 
made by that nobleman in the year 1711, to Thomas Jones and Anthony 
Sheppard. 

By Mr. Albert Way, an impression in gutta percha, of the seal of 
Sir William Hilton, temp. Ric. II. It was circular in shape, and bore 
the device of an ancient vessel in full sail, surrounded by the legend — 
"Willielmus. Hilton. Miles. Admiralis.pro. loco. Hybernie. usque, ad. JScociam" 
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Mr. Way observed that the name of this admiral of the Irish channel 
was not found in any published list. The same gentleman also sent an 
impression of an oval ecclesiastical seal. 

By Mr. James Light, through Mr. Douglas, a silver- mounted crystal 
seal, of the period of Louis XIV., dug out of the ruins of the citadel of 
Old Sarumin 1846. 

By the Dean of Waterford, specimens of ancient flooring tiles from 
the Franciscan abbey, Waterford. 

By Mr. J. Windele, Cork, a specimen of modern iron ring-money 
called a "manilla" maufactured at Birmingham for the traffic of the 
African coast, and which had formed portion of the cargo of a British 
vessel wrecked on the Cork coast. It was identical in shape with the 
ancient gold penannular ring-money so frequently found in this country. 

By Mr. Corbet, Castle Gardens, an ancient globe-shaped glass bottle, 
found a few days previously in an old wine cellar, which had been long 
closed up and forgotten, and was lately exposed in the course of some 
excavations in the court-yard of Kilkenny Castle. 

By Archdeacon Cotton, a very large and valuable collection of 
ancient and modern Irish coins, amongst which were a half-penny of 
King John, and specimens of the base Irish coinage of Elizabeth and 
James II. ; also of the silver tokens issued by the Bank of Ireland, for 
general circulation in Ireland, in the beginning of this century. 

By Mr. R. Smithwick, J. P., Birchfield, a modern silver Danish coin. 

By Mr. J. Windele, Wood's Inquiry concerning the Primitive Inhabi- 
tants of Ireland, O'Flaherty's Qlance at ancient Ireland, and Swanton's 
Irish Primer. 

By the Rev. Samuel Hayman, Youghal, a little work by Mr. Fitz- 
gerald, of Youghal, A Hand-book to the Holy City of Ardmore. 

By Mr. John O'Daly, The Kings of the Race of Eibhear. 

By the Bury and West Suffolk Archaelogical Institute, its Pro- 
ceedings part 6., together with an Archaeological Guide to Ely Cathedral. 

By Mr. J. G. Robertson, two plates illustrative of local antiquities, 
the subjects being the well in Roth's old house, Coalinarket, and two of 
the tombs in the cathedral of St. Canice. 

By Mr. T. B. M'Creery, an original parchment lease of the ancient 
hostelry, called the Bull Inn, Irishtown, from the Bishop of Ossory to 
Mary Walsh ; this document was also curious, as supplying an autograph 
of Bishop Pococke. 

By Mr. T. H. Carroll, Carlow, an old copy of a bond of King 
Charles I., dated Oxford, 1st April 1643, binding himself "on the word 
of a King" to the Earl of Carnwath, to repay him the sum of £6239. 

By Mr. C. Fowler, Wellbrook, Notes on the Use of the Clay Tobacco 
Pipe in England, by Andrew James Lamb, Esq. 

By Mr. John Gray Bell, three tracts, being a Glossary of the Provin- 
cial Words of Cumberland, and reprints of two scarce antiquarian tracts, 
of which he is the publisher. 

By Mr. Hitchcock, a tract issued by Waterhouse and Co. of Dublin, 
illustrating the ornamental Irish antiquities reproduced by them, and 
containing two engravings of the Tara brooch. 

A series of very interesting rubbings from brasses in St. Peter's 

26 
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church, Norfolk, was exhibited by permission of Mrs. Hewit O'Brien, 
Deanery, Waterford, and excited much attention. 

A chief attraction of the meeting was the cast from the ancient cross- 
legged effigy in Kilfane church, which had been executed for the Society's 
Museum. For the purpose of defraying the cost consequent on the ex- 
ecution of this cast a subscription was commenced, and the following 
members contributed 10s. each — Dr. Cane, Sampson Carter, Esq., C.E., 
Rev. James Graves, J. M. Tidmarsh, Esq., and Mr. John G. A. Prim. 
In connexion with this subject, Mr. Graves read a paper on the cross- 
legged effigies existing in the county of Kilkenny, which will be found 
printed at length in the Transactions, p. 63, ante. 

Mr. Richard R. Brash, Architect, Cork, then read a paper on the 
local antiquities of Buttevant, which will also be found in full in the 
Transactions, p. 83, ante. 

Mr. Prim read a paper on discoveries made in a rath at Dunbel, 
which will be found in full in the Transactions, p. 119, ante. 

The Rev. J. Graves said they were indebted to Mr. Mosse, Bennetts- 
bridge, for forwarding the information as to the circumstance of the rath 
referred to by Mr. Prim being trenched. He hoped the other members 
of the society would be on the watch and give a similar intimation to 
the secretaries whenever they heard of any intention to level or trench 
a rath or other remain of antiquity in their respective localities. 

The Dean of Waterford forwarded some highly curious documents 
connected with the history of the cathedral of that city, which will be 
found in full in the Transactions, p. 75, ante. 

Mr. Patrick Cody sent a communication respecting the " giant's grave" 
at Licketstown, in the barony of Ida, known as Leaba-an-Cheadaich 
Mhoir, which will be found in full in the Transactions, p. 101, ante. 



GENERAL MEETING, 

Held in the Tholsel Rooms, Wednesday, September 1st, 1852, 
THE RIGHT HON. W. F. TIGHE, in the Chair. 

The following Members were elected : — John Greene, Esq., M.P., for 
the county of Kilkenny ; and Hugh Greene, Esq., Rockview : proposed by 
Mr. Joseph Greene, jun. 

John Hyde, Esq., D.L, J.P., Castle Hyde, Fermoy ; Bindon Blood, 
Esq., D.L., J.P., Ennis ; R. R. Madden, Esq., M.R.I.A., Loan Fund Office, 
Dublin Castle ; M. H. Gill, Esq., University Printing Office, Dublin ; 
Rev. William Scannell, Ventry, Dingle ; Francis Annesly Dunlevy, Esq., 
Dingle ; John Mason, Esq., Dingle ; Rev. Edward Cowen, Dunurlin 
Glebe, Ventry, Dingle : proposed by Mr. R. Hitchcock, Trinity College, 
Dublin. 

John H. Leech, Esq., Carrick-on-Suir: proposed by the Rev. J. 
Graves. 

The Rev. John Clarke, R.C.C., Louth ; and Edward Hayes, Esq., 
Leeds : proposed by Mr. John O'Daly, Dublin. 
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Charles Lanyon, Esq., C.E., County Surveyor, Belfast : proposed by 
Mr. S. Carter, County Surveyor, Kilkenny. 

The Rev. Joseph Rogers, Parsonstown : proposed by Mr. T. L. Cooke, 
Parsonstown. 

The Rev. W. D. Macray, New College, Oxford ; and Thomas Bell, 
Esq., Cumberland-row, Ne wcas tie-on- Tyne : proposed by Mr. John Gray 
Bell, London. 

The Rev. W. C. Gorman, St. Canice's Library : proposed by the Rev. 
Dr. Browne. 

The following presentations were received, and thanks ordered to be 
given to the doners : — 

By the Rev. J. L. Irwin, Rector of Thomastown, a musket found 
near Penzance, on the coast of Cornwall, affording a most curious 
example of concrete of sand and gravel cemented together by the oxyda- 
tion of the iron. The musket had been completely enveloped in this 
coating, which included many large stones ; but from a small portion of 
the stock, visible where the concretion had been removed, it did not appear 
to have been subjected to the action of the sea- water for any very long 
period, the fashion of the woodwork being very similar to the military 
firelock of the present day. 

By Mr. Michael White, Dun bell, some further objects from amongst 
those found in the rath on his lands (as described at the July meeting), 
and which he had since recovered for the Society ; amongst these were 
fragments of jet rings, a small disk of bone, which had evidently been 
turned in a lathe, a brass ear-ring, and other objects. 

By Dr. Lalor, a human skull, being one of a number found, together 
with a very large quantity of other human bones, on his property, at 
Clinstown, county of Kilkenny. These remains had been turned up in 
digging for sand, and, according to the usual tradition of the peasantry 
in such cases, were the remains of persons slain in some battle in the 
olden times, but when or by what enemy his informants could not tell. 
The medical gentlemen present seemed to consider this skull, from its 
appearance, of considerable antiquity ; Dr. Kinchela, however, remarked 
that sandy soil, such as that of Clinstown, was not calculated to preserve 
bones as well as loam or boggy matter. 

By the Rev. James Graves, on the part of Mr. Crawley, gardener 
to the Bishop of Ossory, a signet ring, engraved with armorial bearings, 
found in the garden of the mensal lands of the see, near Kilkenny. 
The ring was of brass, but had been gilded ; the arms were much de- 
faced ; the second quarter appeared to display the bearings of Warren — 
ckequee or and azure, on a canton gules a lion rampant argent* 

By the Cambrian Archaeological Association, Archceologia Cambren- 
sis, No. 10. 

By the Archaeological Institute of Great Britain and Ireland, its 
Journal, No. 33. 

Mr. J. F. Shearman exhibited a collection of bronze celts, found at 
Cashel, and in the Railway cuttings at Bagnalstown ; one was of a very 
uncommon type, being ornamented with parallel depressions on the sides, 
and exhibiting notches to enable it to be more firmly bound to the haft. 

Mr. P. O'Callaghan exhibited a curious bronze pin, a bronze celt, 



204 

and a silver coin of queen Elizabeth, which had been found, with some 
human bones, at Cullahill, Queen's county. 

A letter from the Rev. Mr. Cowen, of Ventry, this day elected a 
member, was brought under notice by the Secretary. The Rev. Gen- 
tleman expressed his regret that none were found to rescue the anti- 
quities which abounded in the rich and interesting region that formed 
the district surrounding him, from the ruthless contempt which daily 
threatened their destruction. He had often tried, but in vain, to impress 
their value on some of the local proprietors, but, alas ! monuments that 
a command, or even the expression of a desire for their preservation, 
would be certain to save, were fast perishing, few, indeed, seeming to ap- 
preciate their value. 

Mr. Graves stated that it was most gratifying to observe that this 
Society had attracted the attention of that learned and important body, 
the British Association for the Advancement of Science, at present holding 
its meeting at Belfast. He had received a letter from the secretary 
of the sub-committee of antiquities, to the effect that it gave them par- 
ticular pleasure to find that the present occasion was likely to open a 
correspondence between the north and south of Ireland on subjects con- 
nected with archaeology ; they had not as yet in the north a society ex- 
clusively devoted to that department, but the correspondence caused by 
the proposed exhibition, at Belfast, of Irish antiquities in connexion with 
the meeting of the Association, had shown them that a very large number 
of individuals throughout Ulster felt an interest in such pursuits. It 
therefore seemed to the committee that the occasion might be used to es- 
tablish an Archaeological Society to co-operate with similar bodies in 
Ireland ; and that a general meeting might be held once a year in some 
part of Ireland, to last for several days, during which exploring excur- 
sions might be made, papers read, and various antiquities exhibited. 
The Kilkenny Archaeological Society, it was suggested, might give this 
idea their consideration so that some suggestion from that body might be 
made during the meeting of the British Association at Belfast. 

This subject was warmly received by the members present, who ex- 
pressed their sympathy with the objects mooted, and it was resolved, on 
the motion of Dr. Browne, seconded by Mr. Robertson, that Mr. Mac 
Adam's suggestions be adopted, and that the honorary secretaries do com- 
municate with that gentleman on the subject. 

Mr. J. G Robertson, architect, on the part of the sub-committee 
appointed at the last meeting of the society to inspect the condition of 
Jerpoint Abbey, exhibited several drawings of the building, and brought 
up the following report : — 

" It will be recollected that on the occasion of our last meeting, a 
sub-committee, consisting of the Rev. J. Graves, and Messrs. J. G. A. 
Prim, and J. G. Robertson, was appointed, on the suggestion of the Rev. 
J. L. Irwin, to visit and inspect the abbey of Jerpoint, one of the most 
magnificent remains of by-gone days, to be found, not only in this county, 
rich as it is in such relics, but in Ireland. 

" The sub-committee having visited the ruins, I have been deputed to 
read to the members of the society now present, a few notes descriptive 
of the state of the abbey, and to offer such suggestions, as we think, if 
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carried into execution, would not only serve to repair the present di- 
lapidations, but might also prevent future injury to the remains of a 
building, the beauty of which may be well j udged of from the drawings 
now exhibited, representing the abbey not only as a pile, but in detail. 

" On examining the choir we found that the large and very handsome 
east window has been built up with a thick mass of rough masonry, with 
the exception of the central bay, over the head of which a lintel of wood, 
now in a state of rapid decay, has been placed ; and, as upon it is built 
a large part of the masonry alluded to, on the giving way of the lintel 
this mass will fall, dragging down with it all the mullions of the window, 
which most likely could not afterwards be put together. As it is, many 
parts of the circular lights in the head of the window are wanting. It 
is therefore proposed to take down this mass of masonry and endeavour 
to secure the remaining mullions of this window by means of iron 
cramps and dowels. It is also proposed, to repair the interesting se- 
dilia in the south wall of this part of the building ; to arrange the abbots' 
and other tombs, and to repair the walls by pinning. 

" In the nave many obstructions would require to be removed ; 
amongst them a wall which at present destroys the effect of this portion 
of the structure by dividing it. This wall appears to have been built 
long after the suppression of the abbey to render that part of the church 
fit for domestic purposes. It will be also necessary to take down a mod- 
ern wall, which now closes up the north-east arch of the side aisle, and 
to secure the south-east arch, the capital of one of whose piers seems to 
have been recently injured ; to pin up bases of piers, and build a wall 
twelve feet high at south side of nave. At present that side is enclosed 
by a very low and loosely built wall, easily clambered over. The five 
clerestory windows are all more or less injured, the crowns of the arches 
having given way in some — in others there are several small breaches. 
These would all require to be repaired and secured, the top of wall 
being sloped, to throw off rain. This would be the most expensive 
part of the repairs, as from the height at which the windows are placed, 
scaffolding would be required. 

" We next proceed to the south transept, where we find that many 
breaches have been made, which require to be built up to save this part of 
the building. In a little chapel attached to this transept, a large breach 
has to be made good, the back of a window to be repaired, and a great 
quantity of rubbish to be cleared out. 

"In the north transept a general pinning of the walls would be re- 
quired, and immediate precautions are necessary to prevent the impending 
fall of the gable. The unsightly modern wall which now closes up the 
transept arch, should be taken down, to restore the building to its ori- 
ginal symmetry. In one of the eastern chapels of this transept, a breach 
beneath the window should be built up. 

"In the upper chambers, at east end, considerable breaches are 
found, which require to be made good, and the walls to undergo a gen- 
eral pinning. 

" Access to the building from the roofs of the vaults on north side, 
should be prevented ; doors and windows, generally, to be rendered secure 
against mischievous intruders, by means of iron bars and gates. 
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" On a rough calculation of the several items already enumerated, 
the probable cost would amount to about £90 ; and when it is remem- 
bered that 5s. from each member of the Society would more than make 
up that sum (our members at present exceeding 300) it does not seem 
chimerical to express a hope that the persons constituting this associ- 
ation would so far contribute to rescue from inevitable ruin this noble 
remain." 

The foregoing report was accompanied by a large number of very 
beautiful drawings, most of them executed upwards of thirty years since, 
thus demonstrating the injury which had accrued to many parts of the 
building during that period. 

Mr. Graves observed that, besides the interest attaching to the struc- 
ture as a most valuable specimen of the Hiberno-Romanesque and early 
Norman styles of ecclesiastical architecture, Jerpoint abbey, from its 
contiguity to the Waterford and Kilkenny Railway, was now of easy 
access and constantly visited by strangers, who must feel shocked at the 
disgraceful state of neglect and ruin into which it had fallen ; scarcely a 
month elapsing without the perpetration of some new act of barbarism. 
This state of things could alone be remedied by a thorough repair, by ren- 
dering the abbey inaccessible to the mischievous and idle, and by placing 
a person in charge of it who should be responsible for its safe keeping. 
All this had been accomplished at Holy Cross, by the liberality of the 
proprietor, Dr. Wall, Senior Fellow of Trinity College, Dublin, whose 
example was worthy of being more generally followed. 

The Chairman stated he had recently visited the abbey in company 
with some English friends, and he should say the condition of the build- 
ing was disgraceful to the local public, and loudly called for some such 
steps as those now proposed. 

The members present unanimously coincided with the chairman, 
and agreed that there could be no doubt but that an appeal to the 
public for aid, in such an undertaking, would be warmly responded to. 

After some conversation, on the motion of Dr. Cane, seconded by 
Mr. Douglas, it was resolved that the sub-committee, already appointed, 
should put themselves in communication with the agent of the property, 
or, if necessary, apply to the Lord Chancellor, for permission to carry 
out the steps deemed necessary in the matter. 

A paper on an ancient Irish boat discovered at Clonaslee, in the 
Queen's county, was contributed by Mr. T. L. Cooke, Parsonstown ; 
which will be found printed in full in the Transactions, p. 71, ante. 

Mr. P. Cody, Mullinavatt, wrote to inform the Society of the ex- 
istence of a rath-souterrain in his district, which had not been pre- 
viously described. Mr. Cody's communication, having expressed regret 
the public did not more generally interest themselves in the preservation 
of such curious monuments, proceeded as follows : — 

" Having been informed of the existence of a souterrain in the town- 
land of Acres, parish of Killahy, after some search I succeeded in 
discovering it. The entrance to it is by a small aperture on the top at 
one end, and through which I descended, much to the surprise of two 
persons who conducted me to the place. It consists of, at present, but a 
single chamber, twenty feet in length, seven feet wide at the floor, in the 
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middle between both ends and at the highest point about six feet from 
the floor to the roof. The figure of the ground plan nearly resembles 
that of an ellipse, but very irregular in its dimensions. The side walls 
are built with rough stones put together without any order, and ap- 
proaching each other by irregular projections, until at the top they are 
about two feet asunder ; a roof of flags laid across completes the fabric. 

" This structure must have been originally much more extensive, as 
I discovered a passage at one end, of about eighteen inches square, 
which formerly led to another chamber, but which had no existence in 
the memory of any one now living in the locality. The other end 
also, though packed with rubbish, shows signs of a similar passage. 

" The only tradition preserved, connected with it, is that it was for- 
merly covered by a large moat, and that it was named by the people in 
old times Tulach-na-coire, of which name they don't know the meaning at 
this day. 

" There is great probability that the present name of the townland, 
Acres, may have taken rise from the latter part of this word {jba-coireJ\ 
or because Tulach-na-coire and Acha-coire both mean the same thing, 
namely, the mound of the cave, the latter might have been frequently 
used instead of the former, and so have given the name A cres." 

The Rev. James Graves then read a paper contributed by Mr. Francis 
Prendergast, Barrister- at- Law, on some circumstances connected with 
the death of Wallenstein, calculated to exonerate one of the actors in 
that tragedy, Col. Walter Butler. The paper will be found printed in 
full in the Transactions, p. 9, ante. 

The following communication was received from Mr. Daniel Byrne, 
Timahoe, Queen's county : — 

" About one mile and a-half from the village of Timahoe, Queen's 
county, is a mountain named Fossy-mountain, or ' the mountain of the 
desert-land ;' it is situate east by south of the village, and its summit is 
six hundred feet above the level of Timahoe plain. On this mountain 
is a valley which in remote ages contained a bog called the White Bog, 
which in its centre formerly was many feet deep. For ages the neigh- 
bouring inhabitants got their fuel in this valley, so that its turf is nearly 
expended. 

"About twenty years ago a respectable farmer and surveyor, Mr. 
Robert Leggett, now deceased, possessed the mountain, and it happened 
that Mr. Leggett was taking turf-fuel out of the centre of this valley, 
where the bottom turf was never previously disturbed, and as his men 
cut ten feet deep and to the bottom of the bog, they discovered a square 
structure about ten feet by eight ; this structure was made by oak poles, 
resembling stakes, closely set one after the other, and all of equal height, 
about seven feet ; and so resting as to allow the person who constructed 
the work to weave strong switches between them. Mr. Leggett was of 
an antiquarian turn of mind, and took particular care in making a strict 
investigation as to the formation of this curious edifice. He caused his 
men to cut the turfy substance within and without the timber-work, 
without disturbing the stakes. By this judicious arrangement he com- 
pletely cleared away the turf ; and the wooden building remained in as 
perfect a state as the decay of ages permitted. He then made a further 
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examination and found that the stakes or poles were sunk about two feet 
in a stratum of solid earth, beneath the bog, and so he came to the con- 
clusion that the wooden frame was constructed before the formation 
of the bog. Within the wooden frame-work he discovered the original 
surface, and resting on it there was found a beam of oak with a wooden 
wedge sticking in one of its ends ; whilst a mallet lay by the side of the 
beam, with apparent marks of having been made much use of. The mal- 
let was not perforated, it was originally a part of a tree, and its handle 
was a branch that grew at right angles to the stem. 

" I shall make no comment on this curious discovery, but must ex- 
press my regret that these most interesting antiquities have been lost or 
destroyed." 



GENERAL MEETING, 

Held in the Tholsel Rooms, Wednesday, November 3rd, 1852, 
THE MARQUIS OF ORMONDE, in the Chair. 

The following Members were elected : — 

Wyndham Goold, Esq., M.P., 21, Merrion-square, North, Dublin ; 
the Rev. Thomas Moriarty, Ventry Parsonage, Dingle ; Miss Fuller, 
Belmont, Tralee ; Mr. Jeremiah O'Leary, Ballydavid Coast Guard Sta- 
tion, Dingle ; Charles Yelverton Haines, Esq., M.D., 25, Warren's-place, 
Cork; Robert MacAdam, Esq., 18, College- square, Belfast; Alexander 
Colville Welsh, Esq., Dromore, county Down ; and Mr. John D. Nagle, 
Dingle : proposed by Mr. R. Hitchcock, Trinity College, Dublin. 

John Greene, Esq., Rockview, Inistioge: proposed by Mr. Joseph 
Greene, jun. 

Thomas M'Gillicuddy, Esq., Bawncluan, Beaufort ; and Rev. John F. 
Day, Beaufort : proposed by Mr. Daniel Mahony, Dunloe Castle, Kil- 
larney. 

The Rev. Thomas Dawson, Kilkenny ; Mr. Peirs Butler, Woodstock, 
Innistioge ; Henry M. F. Langton, Esq., 6, Southwick-place, Hyde Park 
Square, London ; Charles Cavanagh, Esq., St. John's, Black Rock, 
Dublin ; and Charles Edmonds, Esq., 33, Pelham Place, Brompton, 
Middlesex : proposed by the Rev. James Graves. 

The Rev. Francis Whitfield, Vicar of Dunhill, Annestown : proposed 
by the Rev. Thomas Gimlette, Waterford. 

The honorary secretaries laid before the meeting several sheets of the 
Transactions for the past year, already printed, and reported that every 
exertion, compatible with a careful passing through the press, was being 
made to expedite the publication. 

Mr. Graves also stated that in consequence of applications from seve- 
ral members, who had lately joined, a list of subscribers, at 5s. each, 
headed by Wyndham Goold, Esq., M.P., had been opened for the re- 
printing of the first year's Transactions of the society, all the copies of the 
original impression of 250, having been for some time exhausted. 

A letter was read from the secretary of the Royal Cork Institution, 
conveying the thanks of that body for the cast of the cross-legged eflfigy 
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in Kilfane church, presented by this Society ; and stating that the Insti- 
tution would take care that it should have a prominent position in the 
museum. 

Mr. Graves said he felt much pleasure in laying on the table a pro- 
spectus of " The Ulster Journal of Archaeology," which was about being 
published in Belfast, the first number to appear with the new year. This 
interesting brochure was to be published quarterly, and would be devoted 
principally (but not exclusively) to the elucidation of the antiquities 
and ancient history of Ulster. Each number, besides being a record of 
interesting and authentic facts, would be open to the discussion of all 
disputed subjects in Irish Archaeology, and would be illustrated with 
lithographs of curious ancient objects. 

The secretaries then laid before the members present the following 
appeal for the preservation of Jerpoint abbey, which was unanimously 
approved of, and ordered to be circulated : — 

"Founded before the anglo-Norman invasion, by one of the Irish 
chieftains, or Eeguli, of ancient Ossory, Jerpoint abbey presents a fine ex- 
ample of the late Hiberno-Romanesque style of ecclesiastical architecture. 
The chancel, in itself of much interest from the sedilia, aumbry, and 
portions of the original eastern windows still remaining, should alone 
perhaps in strictness be attributed to this period. The pointed arches 
of the nave, and its lofty western triplet window, combined with details 
strictly Norman, exhibit the progress of the pile after Leinster became 
the princely fief of Richard de Clare. The eastern gable affords a valu- 
able example of the insertion of a Decorated window of beautiful propor- 
tions amongst the older Hiberno-Romanesque work ; whilst the belfry 
tower displays a still later style of architecture, namely, that of the Per- 
pendicular. 

" The architectural and historical interest attaching to the extensive 
remains of this abbey, the picturesque grouping of the ruins, and the 
beauty of the surrounding country, have long proved attractive to the an- 
tiquary and the tourist ; and now that railway communication deposits 
the visitor almost beneath its very walls, it has become yet more famous, 
as it is better known. 

" But with increased facility of access came no greater likelihood of 
better preservation ; on the contrary scarcely a week passed unmarked 
by the perpetration of some new act of wanton Vandalism. Time, and 
the vicissitudes of the climate too, were more slowly, but yet surely, 
working the defacement of the noble pile, and both agencies combined, 
threatened in a few years to leave but a heap of shapeless rubbish to 
mark the site of Jerpoint abbey. 

" The danger of losing a valuable national monument, together with 
the disgrace attaching to a civilized community from this state of things, 
were felt by the Committee of the Kilkenny Archaeological Society, from 
its first formation, instituted as that association was to preserve and illus- 
trate all ancient monuments of the history, manners, customs, and arts 
of our ancestors, more especially as connected with the county and city 
of Kilkenny. The Committee, indeed, never doubted but that in making 
an effort for the preservation of Jerpoint abbey, they would enlist the 
sympathy and receive the cordial co-operation of the public. But under 

27 
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hitherto existing circumstances the difficulty presented itself, that, whilst 
the ruins continued exposed to the wanton attack of every mischievous 
idler, the money expended on repairs and renovations might, and most 
probably would, be completely thrown away. 

" This difficulty however no longer intervenes. Local arrangements 
of a satisfactory nature have been made, and the important step has been 
already taken of appointing a care-taker, resident on the spot, who is now 
responsible for the due conservation of the abbey ; and it only remains 
to make a vigorous effort to repair the injuries resulting from time, and 
the far more destructive agency of man, to obviate as far as possible the 
danger of further dilapidation, and to clear away the unsightly masses of 
rubbish which encumber the abbey precincts. 

" The annexed professional report 1 presented to the September meet- 
ing of the society, by Mr. Robertson, details the repairs and other works 
which are deemed necessary, and estimates the lowest possible expense 
at which they could be effectually executed at £90 ; but the sum of £100 
will be required fully to accomplish the objects proposed by the committee. 

" The small annual subscription of the members being totally inade- 
quate to meet this demand, it is proposed to raise a special fund for that 
purpose, and whilst the committee trust that many will be found liberally 
to aid their efforts, they beg to say that the smallest contributions will 
be of use, and therefore thankfully received." 

The following presentations were received, and thanks ordered to be 
given to the donors : — 

By the marquis of Ormonde a most valuable and interesting collec- 
tion of Roman brasses, amounting to forty in number, and comprising 
the coinage of most of the Roman emperors. His lordship also presented 
some Kilkenny tokens, copper siege-pieces, jettons, &c. ; also specimens 
of the wood and iron which had been employed in clamping together the 
stones of the Parthenon at Athens, which in a remarkable manner served 
to exemplify the durability of those materials after the lapse of so many 
ages. 

By F. R. Stewart, Esq., assistant librarian, King's Inns, Dublin, a 
celt of a rare type, together with other contributions to the Museum. 

By Robert Mosse, Esq., a shilling of James I. 

By constable Ebbs, city of Kilkenny constabulary, three tradesmens' 
tokens, of the 17th century, being of Dublin, Wexford, and Thurles. 

By Mr. Graves, on the part of a friend, a curious iron chest, tradi- 
tionally stated to have been brought to Kilkenny, as a treasure- chest, by 
king William III. He also exhibited an iron axe, found in excavating 
the rath near Dunbell, and which he had purchased for their Museum. 

By the Royal Society of Antiquaries of London, Archceologia, vols, 
xxxiii. and xxxiv. ; also their Proceedings, nos. 1 8 to 32 inclusive. 

By Mr. R. Hitchcock, the Reports of the Cork Cuvierian Society for 
the years 1850 and 1851 ; also a pamphlet on the contemplated restora- 
tion of the cathedral of St. Brendan, Ardfert. 

1 The architect's report here alluded to ceedings of the September meeting of the 
will be found printed at large in the Pro- Society, page 204, ante. 
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By Mr. J. R. Phayer, Finn's Leinster Journal, being the number pub- 
lished for April 21st, 1797, containing, amongst other curious matters, a 
proclamation for the apprehension of Byrne and Strang, whose subse- 
quent execution for the abduction of the Misses Kennedy caused such a 
sensation in Kilkenny and the neighbouring counties, and effectually 
put down the " Abduction Clubs" in those extraordinary times fully or- 
ganized through the country. 

Mr. Graves drew attention to a splendid series of drawings of the 
ancient sculptured crosses of the county of Kilkenny, which ornamented 
the walls of the meeting room that day, and which had occupied much 
of the attention of the members present. He had long been alive to the 
importance of securing faithful representations of those noble works of 
art ; and having pointed out their localities to the able artist now sojourn- 
ing in Kilkenny, Mr Henry O'Neill, that gentleman, with a genuine anti- 
quarian zeal only equalled by his skill as a draughtsman, had devoted 
much of his time and labour to the production of the very beautiful 
and most faithful drawings now before them. He (Mr. Graves) had 
the authority of many eminent writers of the sister Island to support him 
in the assertion he was about to make, viz., that the style of ornament 
observable in these crosses was peculiar to the Celtic race ; it prevailed 
throughout Ireland, in the Isle of Man, Cornwall, Wales, the Northern 
shires of England and Scotland — in short, wherever the influence of the 
early Irish preachers of Christianity extended. But not only was the 
peculiar interlaced work which distinguishes the Irish crosses to be found 
in these Islands, but it was also to be traced over Germany and Italy, 
wherever those zealous heralds of the Gospel had directed their footsteps. 
Celtic carving, says Sir Francis Palgrave in his late interesting and sug- 
gestive work " The History of Normandy and of England," was exhi- 
bited by The Book of the Gospels deposited by Berengarius, king of 
Italy, in the sanctuary at Monza, in Lombardy, circa a.d., 892, along 
with the iron crown placed there after his coronation, and still exist- 
ing. "The crumbling leaves are preserved between the ivory tab- 
lets, quaintly carved and pierced, adorned by the interlacings termed 
runic knots, according to conventional archaeological phraseology ; but 
no Scandinavian sculptured their embossed and graceful foliage ; they 
were worked by a Celtic hand" (History of Normandy and of England, 
Volume i, p. 629) ; and Mr. Daniel Wilson, the author of that valuable 
work, "The Archaeology and Prehistoric Annals of Scotland," gave 
it as his opinion that interlaced knot-work, a favourite device of the 
Celtic mind, not only occurs on the sculptures, the jewellery, the manu- 
scripts, and the decorated shrines of early Irish Christian art, but has 
been perpetuated almost to our own day on the weapons and personal 
ornaments of the Scottish Highlanders (p. 504). But apart from the 
national interest thus attaching to those crosses, he (Mr. Graves) could 
not forbear calling attention to their importance in another point of view. 
He alluded to their value as eminently beautiful examples of a high style 
of art. In his opinion, high art was not to be confined to the represen- 
tation of the human figure, although no doubt that was its highest de- 
partment. The main end was attainable, however, in other branches. 
It had been observed by the illustrious Humbolt, in his " Aspects of Na- 
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ture," that the eye is ever gratified by the rythmical recurrence of cer- 
tain forms — and what could be more graceful than the endless variety of 
interlaced ribbon patterns observable on the examples before them, 
whilst the monolithic magnitude of the crosses, reared on solid and mas- 
sive bases, and in general exhibiting such a graceful combination of 
circular and rectangular lines in their design, stamped them at once with 
the impress of the highest genius, and raised feelings of admiration for 
the men who in the troublous period extending from the seventh to the 
tenth centuries, were capable of executing works of art which created such 
a profound sensation amongst their rude disciples that its reflex effect, 
thrown back faintly in the traditions of the peasantry, almost universally 
attributes their origin to a miraculous exercise of the divine power. 
Mr. Graves then entered into a detailed description of the various orna- 
mental designs upon the particular crosses of which the drawings were 
then exhibited, and stated it was Mr. O'Neill's intention to illustrate the 
crosses of the county Kilkenny by lithography, in which department 
of art he was a practised hand. He proposed to publish, as a com- 
mencement, six tinted lithographs, imperial folio, in a suitable folding 
case, of which a prospectus would immediately be issued. There were seve- 
ral most interesting crosses in the county of Kilkenny, all of which were 
known to the Secretaries of the Society, and had been investigated 
fully ; but it would be most desirable that parties knowing of the ex- 
istence of ancient stone crosses in the surrounding counties would com- 
municate with the Secretaries, stating where they were situated, and 
mentioning anything of interest as to their general characteristics. 

Mr. Prim said, that, to pass from the ancient sculptured crosses of the 
county to more modern monuments of the same character, he wished to 
report a discovery which made an interesting addition to the information 
conveyed to the society in his paper on "The Way-side Crosses of Kil- 
kenny," read at the May meeting of 1850. In that paper he had stated, 
that, although there were faint traces of armorial bearings on the Butts 
Cross, yet owing to the manner in which the sculptures had been battered 
and defaced, it was impossible to ascertain to what family they apper- 
tained. Many supposed impossibilities, however, yielded to persever- 
ance, and his continued observation of the monument had led to some suc- 
cess in making out the sculptures. By looking at the cross when the 
evening sun fell upon it, he had ascertained beyond question that the base 
bore an escutcheon parted per pale ; the arms on the dexter, or husband's 
side, were undecipherable, but on the sinister or wife's side, were the 
chevron and three covered cups of the Fagan family quite clear and evi- 
dent. At the dexter base were the initials R.S., and at the sinister M.F., 
leavinglittle room for doubt that the cross was erected to Sir Richard Shee, 
knight, of Bonnets town, and his second wife, Margaret Fagan. The tradi- 
tion of the people of the locality, which was rather a curious one, in some 
degree corroborated this, for they stated the cross to have been built by a 
"great man," they did not know his name, who lived in the castle of Bonnets- 
town ; he dealt in the " black art," and, in order to show his contempt for 
religion, on each sabbath and holiday when others were at their devo- 
tions, it was his wont to bring out his hounds to hunt. On a certain 
great festival day there was a procession of the citizens to the cathedral, 
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through the Butts, and so large was the concourse that the building 
could only contain a tithe of the people, the rest being fain, when the 
ceremony commenced, to kneel down along the street. The knight hap- 
pened to ride up, with his hounds and every other preparation for the 
chase, and upon perceiving the kneeling people he endeavoured con- 
temptuously to spur his horse through them ; but the animal refused to 
proceed, and kneeling down with the worshippers, could not be com- 
pelled to rise till the ceremony had concluded ! The wicked knight was 
so struck with the reproof read him by his own horse, that, according to 
the legend, he immediately reformed his life, became a penitent, and 
built the cross to mark the spot in which the extraordinary occurrence 
took place. Mr. Prim said he merely told the legend as the people 
related it. He believed the monument really to be one of several votive 
crosses raised by dame. Margaret Shee, alias Fagan, after the decease of 
her husband, Sir Richard Shee, who was the founder of the O'Shee 
Hospital, and was decidedly a religious man and no necromancer. 

The Secretary read a letter from a Kerry member of the Society, 
the Rev. A. B. Rowan. Accompanying the letter was a slip from a 
Kerry local paper, containing two communications on the subject of the 
discovery of some very ancient graves in the neighbourhood of Sliabh Mis, 
on the supposed site of the decisive battle fought between the Milesian 
and Tuatha de Danaan forces, in which the invading Milesians were 
the conquerors. The Rev. John Casey, P.P., Killarney (another mem- 
ber of the Kilkenny Archaeological Society), advocated the idea of these 
interments having belonged to the Milesians, with a salvo as to the pos- 
sibility of human remains continuing for so many ages without being 
reduced to kindred earth ; his letter was as follows : — 

Killarney, October 12, 1852. 

Rev. Sir, — I received your letter to the Rev. Robert Hewson, requesting to be in- 
formed as to my opinion respecting the old graves discovered by the workmen employed 
a few years ago when making the road through the valley running by Caherconree, 
southward to Castlemain bay. 

To a certainty I know that wide and long valley to be the " Gleann Fais," or " Glen 
Aish," where ended the first battle fought between the Milesians and Tuatha De Danaans, 
on the evening of the month of Bel, or May, in the year of the world 2736. 

The valley retains as yet the name of " Gleann Aish" (the letter F being not ex- 
pressed in the genitive case). 

The Milesians, immediately after their landing at Bord O'Duinn, in Iveragh, marched 
across the country to Slieve Mis, where the Tuatha De Danaans were encamped and where 
the obstinate battle commenced. The superior valour of the Milesians prevailed ; the 
Danaans left 1000 men killed on the field ; the Milesians lost 300, two Druids, and two 
ladies, Scota, relict of Milesius, and Fais, the wife of Un Mac Vighe, with some leading 
officers. The next day the ladies were buried with all the pomp of funeral solemnities — 
Scota in the valley called " Gleann Scoheen," near Tralee, where a royal monument was 
erected to her memory, and Fais in the extensive valley before mentioned, called at the 
present day " Gleann Aish," where the battle ended, and where most probably the bodies 
of the 300 slain Milesians were buried. 

I have determined on sending what I have here written for insertion in the Kerry 
Examiner, for the purpose of collecting the combined opinions of my much better in- 
formed friends on those subjects, and as to the possibility of human bones resting so 
long in earth without being pulverised into, or identified with, their kindred grave- 
dust. Should the well grounded report of intelligent readers of this article prove the 
affirmative, it goes much, if not in toto, to establish the truth of what has been re- 
corded in ancient Irish history of the battle of Slieve Mis. 
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I can scarcely read or write for the last five years, except in the hroad day light. 
But when next I write on these subjects, obscured by the lapse of ages, it will be on the 
earliest notices in ancient Irish history of your locality — afterwards on a few matters not 
hitherto published, connected with Corkaguiny, where I spent twenty-seven years, and 
lastly on subjects connected with this most picturesque and interesting district of Kerry, 
where I am for the rest of my life fixed. 

I have the honour to remain, Rev. Sir, your obedient and humble servant, 

John Casey. 
To the Rev. A. B. Rowan. 

Mr. Rowan's letter in reply ran thus : — 

Belmont, October 27, 1852. 

Rev. Sir, — I have but just seen the letter which you were so kind as to address to 
me in the Tralee Examiner, on the subject of the ancient graves in the valley lying west- 
ward of Caherconree mountain, and which you identify as the " Glen Fais" or " Glen 
Aish" of ancient Irish history. 

I hasten to thank you for your attention to my inquiry, not only in the present 
instance, but in several others, in which you have favoured me with your opinion on points 
connected with the antiquities of our county. I quite adopt your idea, that discussing 
such matters through the public journals is most satisfactory, and most likely to induce 
further information and more general interest on the subject, and only regret to find that, 
with your impaired sight, it should be so painful to you to impart your information to 
me and the public in general. 

My attention was first directed to the graves in question by the Rev. George O'Sul- 
livan, with the additional information, that besides those exposed by the cutting of the 
road, they abounded in the adjacent field. As there is no trace of garve-yard, or ancient 
place of worship, and as the general soil of the field covers them for several feet in thick- 
ness, it appeared to me a remarkable fact to find so many burial places, constructed with 
considerable care in such a situation ; and when Mr. 0' Sullivan further informed me that 
you had been examining them, I lost no time in asking the opinion as to their origin 
which you now so kindly give me. 

Your opinion would place them, in my judgment, among the most interesting 
remains in Ireland, referring them as it does, to the very first settlement in this island of 
the Milesian tribes — a period carried back by the Psalter of Cashel and other authorities, 
to 1300 years before the Christian era ! Others deduct somewhat from that date, but all 
authorities give a very remote antiquity for the event. Keating (of course copying from 
older authorities), tells us that after the battle of Sliabh Mis, " the Milesians continued 
upon the field of battle, burying their dead, and celebrating the funeral rites of the two 
Druids (Uar and Eithir) with great solemnity." This would quite agree with the care 
which seems to have been bestowed on the graves in question; but there is some difficulty in 
reconciling the vague mention of the localities. Keating says that " Fais, wife of Un-Mac 
Vighe (?) was slain in a valley at the foot of the mountain, and that Scota was buried in 
another valley on the north side of the mountain — Sliabh- Mis — adjoining to the sea — 
called from her Glean Scoithen, or the Valley of Scota. 11 Now the valley in which these 
tombs lie is on the west side of Caherconree mountain, at least eight miles distant from 
Glean Scoithen, and at present rather nearer to the sea. If, indeed, we take into 
account the probability, that the sea once flowed much further inland than at present, it 
will remove this objection — and the name " Glean Aish" strongly bears out your opinion. 

But, Rev. Sir (when was ever antiquarian speculation without its " but ?") — the 
strongest difficulty, as suggested by yourself, remains for consideration, namely — the 
" possibility of human bones resting so long in earth, without being pulverised into, or 
identified with their kindred grave-dust." This is in all senses a grave physical objec- 
tion to your opinion. 

Even if we accept the chronology of Giraldus Cambrensis, who brings the coming of 
the Milesians within 400 years of the birth of Christ ; it gives us an antiquity of 2050 
years for these remains — and I believe (where embalming has not been used) there is 
no recorded case of " dust unreturned to dust" for so long a period — while the general 
evidence goes to contradict its possibility. 

In the Etruscan tombs, which are continually discovered in Italy, I believe the in- 
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variable effect of the admission of air is, that the remains found in them literally vanish 
from sight in a few moments, under the eye of the beholder. I myself can testify, that 
haying lately had an opportunity, through the kindness of Padre Marchi, the dis- 
tinguished custodian of the antiquities of Rome, of being present at the opening of 
a tomb in the catacombs of that city, in a very few moments after the slab, was removed, 
by which the air had been excluded for at least fifteen centuries, the remains enclosed, 
which at first presented the seemingly solid structure of a human skeleton, disappeared ! 
and it was only by holding our tapers close to the floor, that we could discern an outline 
of a human form, traced out by a substance somewhat resembling cheese mould — the 
mere " shadow of a shade" — verifying the simple, solemn epitaph I had occasionally 
seen on other tombs, of "pulvis et nihil." 

Now, if the process of decomposition was thus complete in the dry air and puzzuo- 
lano soil of Rome and in the case of bodies buried within the Christian era, when we 
weigh the probabilities of bones remaining unpulverised in our moist climate and soil for 
a much longer period, I fear the conclusion will be against your conjecture, and that we 
must, with regret, let go so interesting a link of evidence for an historical fact, obscured 
by lapse of ages and loss of records. 

At the same time, as one does not willingly give up a probability so strong and 
interesting as yours, it occurs to me that the subject deserves further inquiry. The 
Milesians are said to have bestowed unusual care on the burial of their slain, and may 
have used some process of embalming or preserving the remains, such as their intercourse 
and alliances with Egypt, previous to their migration westwards, may well have taught 
them. Further examination of these graves may confirm this, and thus bear out your 
ingenious and learned conjecture to its full extent. 

I have the honour to be, Rev. Sir, 

Your obedient humble servant, 

A. B. Rowan. 

To the Rev. John Casey, P.P. 

Mr. James F. Ferguson contributed the following translation of two 
very curious documents transcribed by him from the Primates Registry 
at Armagh : — 

" Memorandum — That on the 4th of August, 1455, Eugenius O'Neill, 
captain of his nation, perceiving his bodily strength to fail so that it was 
necessary that another should succeed to his care and lordship ; his first 
born son, Henry (being elected as captain and principal of his nation 
before our lord the primate, in the chamber or hall of his residence in 
the monastery of the Apostles Peter and Paul, at Armagh) stating that 
his election and institution as pertained to his temporal lordship belonged 
to his lord, the primate, and petitioning therefore with all dilligence to 
be instituted and confirmed by the same lord, the primate, believing 
him to be a good man and useful for his church and for the people of 
Ulster, confirmed and ratified the said person so elected as The O'Neil, 
the principal and captain of his nation, and confirmed his collation be- 
fore all those there assembled, as well clerics as laics, in very great num- 
bers, the said former O'Neill offering no opposition." 

"Memorandum — That on the 1 4th November, 1455, an agreement was 
entered into, between our lord the primate, for himself and his church, 
and Henry O'Neill, captain of his nation, for himself, his brothers, cou- 
sins and subjects, through the intervention of Charles O'Neill, dean, 
David M'Dewyn, treasurer, and James Leche, canon of the church of 
Armagh, and Arthur M'Cathmayll, O'Neill's judge, by whose media- 
tion it was agreed as follows : — That the said O'Neill, by reason of an 
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annual pension to be paid in shillings by our aforesaid lord the primate, 
shall have for himself of good and noble cloth for his vesture six yards 
long, and for his wife, to make one tunic, of the same cloth three yards : 
and, for the use of the aforesaid O'Neill, of coarse cloth one dusseta (?J. 
And in consideration of this pension the said O'Neill has sworn faith- 
ful service to our lord the primate, and his church, his officers, minis- 
ters, natives, tenants, servants and clerks, and to the religious and secu- 
lars, as appears by the following articles which he approved and ratified, 
and swore fully to observe." 

Then follow in the original certain covenants, to the effect that — im- 
primis, he will keep the Church in all its liberties ; secondly, that he will 
demand the primate's rents ; thirdly, that he will impose no slavery on 
the clergy (cleri) or the tenants. These Mr. Ferguson did not tran- 
scribe at length. 



